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The chief ourpose of this oublication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying versonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corns, National 
Guard, and others connected with agin 


FOREWARD ON MAXWELL FIELD 
By Colonel A. G. Fisher, A.C., Commandant 





N February, 1910, Mr. Wilbur house where ideas of tactics and tech- 
‘ 7 Wright arrived in Montgomery, nique may be evaluated by faculty mem- 
ff Alabama, with the object in bers with a view to their vossible in- 
=" view of locating a site for the |clusion in the curriculum of instruc- 
establishment of a flying field ana ‘tion. Here, also, consideration and 
training center for aviation in the _— are given: to- the potentialities 
South, A conmittee of the Commercial of air power and x te on lectures 
Club of Montgomery, predecessor of the | given to the student body on this sub- 
present Chamber of Commerce, met with ject. 
ir. Wright, and a number of fields in No officer of the Army, whether he be 
the vicinity of Montgomery were inspect-|jin the oegfne st or in any of the other 
ed. The one selected by Mr. Wright, and | branches, could fail to improve vastly 
subsequently used by him and his in- his conception of the influence of air 
structors in teaching the art of flying,|power on the conduct of war by taking 
is the site of the present Maxwell the course of instruction at the Air 
Field, home of the Air Corps Tactical Corps Tactical School. 
School of the United States Army. Cer- The instruction here is not, by any 


tainly, insofar as inspiration and tra- |means, limited to air subjects. A com- 
dition is concerned, there could be no pie shaper oa thorough course is given, by 
fitter soot in this country for the lo- nstructors detailed from the ground 


cation of a school, the mission of arms, in'all phases of ground warfare, 
which is the education of officers in in the tactics and employment of In- 
the technique, tactics, and strategy of |fantry, Cavalry, Field Artillery, Anti- 
Air Forces. aircraft Defense, Logistics, and combin- 
The Air Corps Tactical School was or- |ed arms, as well as in naval operations. 
ganized at Langley Field, Virginia, in Maxwell Field is also the home of the 
1920 under the name of the Air Service |Air Corps Board, whose duties consist of 
Field Officers School. Two years later,|the study of major problems and projects 
that designation was changed to the which may be, from time to time, referred 
present one. The function of the to it by the Chief of the Air Corps, or 
school is to train officers for command | which may be originated by the B3oard it- 
and staff duties in all types of Air self. . 
Force tactical units, as well as to ac- It is contemplated establishing here 
quaint officers generally, whether a composite group which will be composed 


their duties be primarily connected with|of one squadron of each of the several 
technical functions, supply, or adminis-|classes of military aviation. The prin- 
tration, with the vast correlated prob- {cipal purpose of this group will be to 
lems which are involved in the ph eing. service-test new conceptions of tactics 
' administration, supply and operation of jand technique. In other words, it will 
an Air Force. Surely everyone must be in the nature of a laboratory in 
realize that the ability of an Air Force | which new thoughts are tried out and new 
to carry out its mission in time of war ge ye tested before being sent out 
with maximum efficiency depends almost j|to the tactical oF pers sers2"s of the Air 
entirely upon the planning and training |Corps throughout the United States and 
that is done in time of peace. It is its sores possessions. 
essential, therefore, that all officers Surely it should be the ambition of 
directly connected with any phase of every Air Corps officer to take the 
this peace-time planning be acquainted j|course of instruction at the Air Corps 
with the problems which must be met by | Tactical School. Without question i 
the Air Force in time of war. The Air j|will be a requirement, within the near 
Corps Tactical School, whose faculty is |future, that any officer selected for 
made up of officers especially selected | command and staff duty or any key posi- 
for their experience, education and {tion in-the Air Corps; and any Air Corps 
knowledge of air warfare and the strate-|officer selected for. duty with the civil- 
gy and character of air power, actually |ian components of our Army, must be a 
performs the function of a clearing oe of the Air Corps eae See 
whos - » AU. 











DEPARTMLNT OF AIR TACTICS aND STRATUGY 


By Lieut.-Colonel H.L. 


MEE 
1 / HE Department of Air Tactics 
yY end Strategy is charged with 
instruction in the several 
classes of aviation - Attack, 
Bombardment, Observation and 

all Pursuit - as well as in Air 
Force. The Air Force course is vreceded 
by instruction in the several classes of 
aviation as well as in air logistics and 
certain essential technical subjects. 

By the time the student has arrived at 
the point in the schedule where he can 
demonstrate his ebility in the handling 
of air forces, his initial interest has 
been comvelled to withstand the pressure | 
of all this very essential preparatory 
work. If he has been able to sustain 
this interest with a proper amount of 
fortitude and has not been seriously | 
trampled unon, bitten or otherwise dis- 
illusioned or disheartened by his equi- 
tational activities, he now braces him- 
self for the sprint down the home 
stretch. If he is a perfectly normal 
student, he will also be subjected at 
this time to the vision that pictures 
him in the not too distant future proud- 
ly clutehins his certificate of gradua- 
tion, wit the cheers, huzzas and ap- 
plause of wives, sveethearts, classmates 
and, lastly, the superfluous faculty, 
ringing sveetly in bis blushing ears. 

The objectives of instruction in the 
employment of Air Forces snould be of 
interest not only to vrosvective stu- 
dents, but elso to the members of otner 
classes who have long since left the 

ortals of this institution, becsuse of 
he more or less traditional policy 
which has each year required the consign- 
ment of all the previous year's course 

to the waste basket. Tnis has occurred 
not because of a desire for adcitional 
work on the part of the various instruc- | 
tors, but primarily because of the rapid 
development in types of aircraft chang- 
ing year by year the conceotion cf the 
employment of Air Forces and the pvoten- 
tialities of Air Power. We cannot con- 
tinue to promise such an unending vari- 
ety of instruction in the future, how- 
ever, because this righteous gesture, 
although in itself not a very arduous 
task, immediately brings to the fore the 
pressing problem of writing the new 
courses. This procedure has served to 
ruin completely the otherwise normal 
lacid dis»xositions of several well 
own faculty members. 

The entire course in air instruction 
carried on by this Department comprises 
some £86 hours of scheduled work on the 
pans of the student. This consists of 
ectures, conferences, illustrative 
problems, and map problems. In addition, 






| gects which are covered, 





one complete weex is devoted to studies 
by committees of not more than four stu- | 
dents each on subjects that are closely 


~ 
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allied to the instruction given in the 

school. Altnouzh only a week is allotted 

for the preparation and presentation of 
the several committee reports, the stu- 
dies are sent out to the comnittee in 

sufficient time to permit the assembly 

of the necessary material for research. 

The reading of the revorts to the class 

by the comaittee members is followed by 

@ general discussion and critioue. 

During the map maneuver which teriin- 
ates the school year, the class is divid- 
ed into several Red and Blue Air Force 
commends, each with an aporopriate staff 
organization. A strategical situation 
involving the air defense of the United 
States is presented, and the various com- 
mands prepare the decisions, plans, or- 
ders and staff reports that are called 
for by the requirements issued during 
the week that play continues. Consider- 
able enthusiasm yor this form of instruc- 
tion has been evidenced by the classes 
graduating within the last few years. As 
a matter of fact, olay of the maneuver 
becomes, at times, gine tye strenuous 
and aggressive on the part of both bel- 
ligerents to make the lives cof the unfor- 
tunate umpires exceedingly unhappy, if 
not actually vrecarious. The respective 
commands become engrossed in the annihila- 
tion of each other's forces. 

The instruction given in this Devart- 
ment is suddivided under several different 
headings, each oi which has a distinct 
scope and purpose. These subdivisions are 
not only the logical groupings of the sub- 
but, in addition, 
constitute projects around which the fu- 
ture exnansion of the courses are to be 
coordinated. The following is a brief 
summary of the subjects covered in the De- 
partment of Air Tactics and Strategy: 

al FORCE. 

Air Warfare. - The characteristics of air 
torces, elements of air strategy, air 
force offense and defense, air Phas, 
organization and composition of air for- 
ces, and the influence of air vower upon 
Warfare. 

Principles and Tactical Doctrine for Comhat 

Aviation. - An introduction to the air tac- 

t are comuon to all combat avia- 











tics 
tion, including doctrines for air attack, 
air combat, and air observation. 

Air Forces of the 4 . - The functions of 
the army and the Navy, organization,con- 
trol, missions and »orinciples of emloy- 
ment of the Air Forces of the Army. 

ntisircraft Defense.- Integrated systems 
of antisircraft defense, involving the 
employment of Pursuit aviation, antiair- 
craft artillery and the measures for se- 
curity and peaetre defense in the defense 
of the air base and other establishments. 





'Air Operations. - Doctrines of employment 





~ for combat aviation, plans and orders, 
and the employment of the Air Force in 
V-6988, A.C. 





Se 


. structors 


typical strategical situations. 


ATTACK AVIATION. 
This course covers the nection, or- 


anization, destructive agencies, mater- 
el, methods of applying destructive 
and neutralizing agents and formations 
in detail. The tactics and technique 
of the Attack Group and lower units, 
both during day and night operations, 
are discussed and the principles cover- 
ed are applied and illustrated. 
BOMBARDMENT AVIATION 
This course covers the function, or- 
ganization, training, destructive agen- 
cies, materiel, methods of bombing and 
bombing ap perst and formations in de- 
tail. The tactics and technique of the 
Bombardment: Group and lower units, in 
daytime and at night, at high altitudes 
and at low, are discussed and the prin- 
ree 4 covered are applied and illus- 
rated. 








') ganization, equipment, technique and 


tactical employment of Air Force Obser- 
vation, and the function, organization, 
equipment, technique and principles of 
employment of ground force observation 
aviation. The operations of both are 
applied and illustrated. 


PURSUIT AVIATION 


This course covers the functions, or- 
ganization, training, poapane. equip- 
ment, and tactics and technique of 
Pursuit tactical units. Gunnery vorin- 
ciples as they influence the tactics 
and technique of Pursuit are covered in 
some detail, and their practical appli- 
cation is illustrated. The coordination 
of Pursuit operations and tactics with 
the various ground agencies, as well as 
the organization, composition and use 
of an aircraft cepers ng net for Pursuit 
cperations are fully covered and illus- 





OBSERVATION AVIATION trated. 
This course covers unction, or- A 


FLYING OF THE STUDENTS OF THE AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 


By Major Lotha A. 


This year's class at the Air Corps 
Tactical School, consisting of 70 offi- 
cers, 61 of whom are heavier-than-air 
pilots, started flying on September 5th 
as one of-the courses at this school. 
The object of the flying course this 
year at this school was: 

Compliance with War Department Train- 
ing Directive to illustrate as many of 
the theoretical principles as taught in 
the school as the limited and inadequete 
he ses equipment at this school would 

e t. 
? The flying equipment consists of: 

O-19, 6 A-3B, 6 B-4, 16 P-l2e, 3 SU 

Navy), 3 PT type airplanes, one: C-1 
ransport and one BI instrument instruc- 
tional plane. 

In view of the fact that it was neces- 
sary to. comply with the requirement for 
instrument flying, and that only one 

lane suitable for instrument instruc- 
ion was available at this station, the 
~19 airplanes were e pipped with hoods 
n order that they niabs e used for 
nstrument flying. 

With the above objectives in view,th 
students were scheduled to perform ap- 
propriate missions with the dual pur- 
pose of illustrating the tactical em- 

R oyment of the various branches in the 
Air Corps, also to complete the require- 
ments of the War Department for pilots. 
and observers. Flying was restricted 
due to the fact that the planes mention- 
ed above also had to take care of ap- 
oroximately 40 post officers and in- 

n also meeting their War De- 
partment flying requirements.  . 

Necessarily, student flying has pri- 
ority on airplanes, and from the 5th of 
September to December 10th, 37 flying 


Smith, Air Corps 


periods for student flying were complet- 
ed. pass Og these periods every form of 
Air Corps flying was Pgrsseiperec in, 
and the class average for pilots and ob- 
servers was approximately 80 hours in 
the air. The above time included an av- 
erage of 11 hours per student night fly- 
ing, and 10 hours of instrument flying 
under the hood, besides illustrating 
tactical principles on the equipment 
that could be used for such at this post, 

During the month of October, over 2500 
hours were flown at this station and, 
with the limited number of aircraft 
available, it is felt that they were 
worked to practically the maximum capa- 
city for sustained service. 

Needless to say, the requirement to 
operate night and day demanded a great 
deal of cooperation by every one at this 
station, and indicates the high state of 
morale among the enlisted personnel. 

Many of the students have much more 
flying time than indicated in the student 
average, due to the personal cross- 
countries which are open to all students 
on holidays and week-ends. 

With the successful conclusion of the 
first half of the school year's flying, 
it is anticipated that all students at 
this school will more than satisfy the 
objectives as set for the student flying 
at the beginning of the year. 


---000--= 


Officers of the 2nd Infantr who arriv- 
ed on April lst at Selfridge Field,Mich., 





for temporary — | on contact training 
with Air Corps units for two weeks were 
Capts. Lewis S.Sorley,Jr., Robert W.Stika, 
lst Lt. Carl E. Lundquist, from Fort Brad; 
Mich.; lst Lt. Samuel A.Daniel and 2d Lt. 





Harry W. Sweeting,Jr.,of Fort payne Mich. 








THe ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT OF THe AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 
By Lieut.-Colonel Herbert A. Dargue, Air Corps 





4HE reason for the existence of 
4 Maxwell Field is the Tactical 
School, and accordingly all 
activities of the post pyra- 
eee mid in the attainment of the 
pons best course of instruction 

———< that it is possible to con- 
ceive and that conditions will permit. 
The large class of séventy students is 
here to vut into one short year, or 
rather nine months, just as: much. tactic- 
al instruction as can be absorbed. 

The Academic Department of the School, 
the activities of which are carried on 
under the direct supervision of the -As- 
sistant Commandant-in accord with the 
policies of the Chief of the Air “7 
and of the Commandant, is divided into 
four main departments,- the Department 
of Air Tactics and Strategy, the Depart- 
ment of Command, Staff and Logistics, 
the Department of Flying, and the De- 
partment of Ground Tactics. The Exten- 
sion Course work is handled in a sepa- 
rate section directly under the Assis- 
tant Commandant. 

The heads of the departments are held 
responsible for the work carried out by 
the various sections in their respec- 
tive departments and are given consider; 
able latitude in their work. They must 
properly coordinate the instruction both 
in their own departments and with other 
departments. : 

Naturally, courses in air instruction 
predominate, but due to the great dif- 
ferences in qualifications of student 
officers, it is necessary to start the 
course with fundamental principles and 
with such elementary subjects as Combat 
Orders, Maps and Photographs, Solytion 
of Problems, etc. In order to under- 
stand and properly coordinate with the 
work of the other branches of the Arny, 
the ne weg a of Ground Tactics, 
throughout the school year, carries on 
elementary instruction, gradually pro- 
gressing to the handling of larger 
— such as the Division and the 

orps. . 

It has always been the desire to have 
flying demonstrate by practical missions 
the work taught in the classroom, but 
due to the necessity of meeting War De- 
partment minimum requirements, complyi 
with a War Department Training Direc 
and the lack of modern aircraft and 
even of sufficient numbers of any air- 














at 


craft, the attainment of this objective+ 


is ortunately in the lowest priority, 
with the result that only the most ele- 
meutary of practical missions, exempli- 
fying the instruction in the School ,are 





undertaken. Every ys yore) is given 
the student officer to meet flying re- 
quirements. 


The work in connection with the Exten 


sion Courses is a separate iat 


the instruction carried on in the school, 
although, as stated above, it is handled 
directly under the Assistant Commandant. 
It.is coordinated with the various in- 
structional sections in the school. The : 
enormity of this work is appalling and 
the many thousands of copies of Extension 
Course texts that are produced each year 
places a heavy burden on the reproduction 
activity. It is one of the most important 
activities, since by means of it instruc- 
tion in air subjects. reaches all the other 
Arms, the National Guard and the Reserve. 

A Book Department is convenient to the 
students, both for recreation and refresh- 
ment, between periods of instruction and 





for the purchase, at minimum prices, of 


additional maps, books and stationery. 
Other articles may also be purchased at 
considerably reduced prices. 

The library in connection with the 
school is one of the best in the service. 
It is kept Op ye-cexe with the latest 
books and publications and affords students 
as well as faculty an excellent opvortuni- 
ty for research. A library committee of 
instructors passes upon all publications 
secured. 

The Revroduction Section prepares prac- 
tically all the.texts used in the school, 
the principal exception being the texts 
used in the Department of Ground Tactics. 
Mimeographs, rotoprint and blueprint work 
is carried on in increasing quantities each 
year. From fifteen to twenty men are con- 
stantly employed in this activity. Book 
binding is also accomplished here. 

The Air re Tactical Schocl is an AIR 
school and, although much time. is devoted 
to: the ground arms, equitation, demonstra- 
tions at Fort Benning, etc., the air in- 
struction dominates the course from the 
first to the last day of each school year. 
It is not an easy course. It is kept up- 
to-date by correspondence and visits to 
other Service Schools, The Command and 
General Staff School, The Army War College 
and The Naval War College, and by the clos- 
est cooperation with tactical units. The 
officers ey hse the faculty are a con- 
scientious, rd-working group, and as 
each comes and goes, his tour of dut 
brings forth improvement in his particular 
subjects of instruction or some benefit to 
the school as a whole. It is regretted 
conditions throughout the service preclude 


the possibility of more officers attending 
this institution, as the product of the 
Air Corps Tactical School is recognized 
throughout our corps by the demand for 
graduates and their assignment to important 
Command and staff are: 
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EXTENSION COURSE SECTION OF THE AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 


| NDER the provisions of the 
| National Defense Act, it is pro- 
1 vided that the soy | of the 
== United States shall consist of 
three components: The Regular Army, the 
National Guard (while in the service of 
the United States),. and the Organized 
Reserves, including the Officers' Re- 
serve Corps and the knlisted Reserve 
Corps. . 

The training of the civilian compon- 
ents of our amy, particularly the Or- 
ganized Reserves, presents the most dif- 
ficult phase in the development of the 
Army of the United States. For the Reg- 
ular Army we have a system of education- 
al institutions to provide military 
knowledge in addition to the training 
received in field maneuvers and regular 
instruction in combat functions in gar- 
rison schools and drills. The National 
Guard receives its training and instruc- 
tion through periodical drills and sum- 
wot aaa goes and by extension course 
work. 

The training and instruction of the 
Organized Reserves (ine lud{ ng both offi- 
cer and enlisted personnel) is not as 
simplified as the National Guard. Brief- 
ly, this instruction and training is di- 
vided into two general classes: first, 
that received when they are called to 
active duty; second, that received or 
acquired through individual interest 
and effort between periods of active 
duty. The Organized Reserve, although 
maintained as a permanent ongeniantion, 
charged with continuing functions on an 
inactive status for which limited provi- 
Sion is made, has no means of its own 
for providing a military education for 
its members or for the active practical 
training of its personnel. It is al- 
most beau dependent upon the Regular 
Army for this military education and 
training. 

In 1932, in order to provide a means 
whereby the members of our vast citizen 
army could obtain a ees | education 
and still carry on with their normal 
work, the Army Extension Courses were 
established. These were an adeption of 
the best of the civilian correspondence 
school methods to suit the needs of the 
military system. From a very small en- 
rollment of 6,091 individuals in 1922, 
rout enrollment had grown to 88,909 in 

The primary mission of the Army Exten- 
sion Courses is to provide: 

a- (1) For reserve officers an opportu- 
nity to undertake a systematic 
course of study covering the 
military knowledge qualifica- 
tions essential for their arm 
or service, to ree them as 
far as practicable for their 
war-time duties and to assist 
them to meet the requirements 
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for promotion. 

(2) For those seeking a commission 
in the Officers' Reserve Corps 
a means of meeting the milita- 
ry knowledge qualifications. 

(3) A basis for coordinated instruc- 
tion in Reserve unit conferenc- 
es and assemblies. 

The secondary mission of the course is: 
b.(1) To vrovide individual instruc- 
tion for; 
te National Guard personnel,and 
b) Regular Army officers. 

(2). To furnish assistance in orepar- 
ing for the resident courses at 
Army Service Schools. 

From a national viewpoint and from 
the viewpoint of the individual, the ad- 
vantages of pursuing the Army Extension 
Courses are obvious. The nation de- 
pends largely for its defense upon its 
citizen army. The quality of defense 
will be in direct prope rae toe the ef- 
ficiency of the officers in that ary. 
Efficiency can only be attained and 
maintained by constant study and train- 
ing. - The position and importance of 
the individual citizen soldier depend 
upon mastery of his duties and func- 
tions; his reassignment and promotion 
depend in great part upon his own ef- 
forts and study. 

The extension course of each arm and 
service consists of subcourses arranged 
in a logical and progressive order. In 
general, each subcourse covers one of 
the military knowledge qualifications 
in which one must qualify for initial 
appointment or for promotion to the 
higher grades in the respective arm or 
service. . 

The subcourses of the arms and servic- 
es are Frocped into separately numbered 
series (10-1, 20-1, 30-1, etc.) accord- 
ing to the grade for which intended and, 
in peeled are applicable as follows: 

10 series subcourses for aopointment 
in the grade of second lieutenant. 

20 series subcourses for promotion to 
grade of first lieutenant. 

30 series subcourses for promotion to 
grade of captain. . 

40 series subcourses for promotion to 
grade of major. 

50 series subcourses for promotion to 
grade of lieutenant-colonel. 

60 series subcourses for promotion to 
grade of colonel. 

The extension courses of the arms and 
services parallel as far as practicable 
the instruction given in the resident 
courses at the Army Service Schools inso- 
far as this instruction is applicable to 
the war-time duties of reserve officers 
and is adaptable to instruction by exten- 
sion course methods. 

The preparation of lesson material is 
carried on by the following agencies: 





(1) Chief of arms and services.- Sub- 
V~-6988,A.C. 

















courses vertaining to a single arm | 
or service ere prepared under tne | 
direction of and aoproved ty the 
chief of the arm or service con- 
cerned and submitted to the war De- 
partment. 

(2) Svecial W 2 ’ 
Subcourses common to two or more 
arms and services are prepared by 
: . 

+ og eg specially designated by 

th 

ne 





e War Devartment. 





(3) : ch fedicine.- 
The Extension Course of the School 
of Aviation Medicine is prepared 
under the supervision of and ap- 


proved by the Commandant of the 


School of Aviation Medicine. 
x : ,-) f 









she Command and ta 

tension Course and the Special 

Staff and Logistics Extension 

Course are preperes under the su- 
pervision of and approved-by the _ 
Comuandant, The Command and Genezl 
Staff School. 

All lesson material and special texts 
for the extension courses, except. that 
of the extension courses of the Command 
and General Staff School and the School 
of Aviation liedicine, are reviewed, re- 
produced and distributed under the _.- 
supervision cf The Adjutant General. 

he Air Corps Tactical School was de- 
signated by the Chief of the Air Corns 
in 1922 as the agency to prevare all 
Air Corps subcourses, and a separate 
section of the school was formed for 
this pursose. This section prepares 
and revises all subcourses for the Air 
Corps,excent highly technical subjects, 
which are prepared by the MIngineering 
School and the Air Corps Technical 
School. Twent:-four Air Corps subcours- 
es and eignteen common subcourses are 
listed for Air Corps officers. 

The subcourses as prepared by the Ex- | 
tension Course Section are as follows: | 

Theory of Flight H/A Meteorology 

Theory of Flight L/A Camouflage 

Aerial Navigation Air Intelligence 





Aerial Photography Enginecring 
Antiaircraft Defense Staff Duties 
Air Operations ' Logistics 

The Air Force Aerodynamics 


Organization of the Air Coros 

Employment of the Air Corps 

Air Corps Communications 

Intervretation of Aerieal Photographs 

Observation Aviation H/A 

Observation Aviation L/A 

Theory of Bombing 

Air Corps Combat Orders 

En — of Belloon-and Airship 

3 

Pursuit-Bomberdment-Attack Aviation 

Air Corps Supply System 

Subject to certain limitations, the 
following cre eligible for enrollment 
in courses offered in their respective 


| may individually volunteer to take these 


| tions. 





arms or services: 
1) Personnel of the Officers! Reserve 


= 


and the Enlisted Reserve Corps. | 
Personnel of the National Guard who 


Corns 
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courses in addition to their required 

National Guard duties, or who may be re- 
guired to pursue an individual course of 
instruction under National Guard Resula- 





(3) Officers of the Regular Army on de- | 
tachec duty of a nature such as to ore- i 
clude their receiving instruction tarough 
other agencies. t 

(4) Officers of the Reeular Army serving | 
with troops who are authorized by coros 
area. commanders to enroll. 

5) Warrant officers and enlisted men 
who seek Reserve commissions and who, in 
the opinion of the station and coros area 
commanders, are qualified to »oursue the 
courses. 

\6) Cualified civilians seeing reserve 
co ssions, if facilities for instruction 
are available. 

?75 G oho Bou. 
Blue courses. 

Under an order issued by The Adjutant 
General, July <3, 1932e, the sxteusion Cour- 
ses of the Air Corps will. be used for 
theoretical instruction in Air Coros 
son schools. 

The following is an extract from that 
order: 

'(1) Air Corps Extension Courses will be used 
as texts, examination questions and answers in 
pursuing garrison theoretical instruction. These 
courses will be given under the supervision of 
the Cerps Area extension schools or such other 
agency as the Corps Area Commander may direct. 

(2) All Air Corps officers, below the grade of 
Lieut.-Col., wo are assigned or attached to Re: 
ular Army tactical units and who are not gradu- 
ates of the Army War College, the Command and 
General Staff School, or the Air Corps Tactical 
School, will pursue these courses as follows: 

(a) Second Lieutenants start with the A.C. ex- 
tension courses, series 20-1. 

(b) 1st Lieutenants with less than 10 years' 
service to start with the A.C. extension 
courses,’ series 20-12 A.C. Combat orders. 

(c) All officers with over 10 years' service to 

start with A.C. extension courses, series 

30; upon completior. of series 30, these of- 

ficers to take series 40. 

Eech officer will complete 100 hours of 

extension school work during the year. Command- 
ing officers will arrange training schedules so 

as to assure each officer a reasonable amcunt of 
regular duty time during the day for work on ex- 
tensicn courses. 

Air Corps officers on duty at exempted stations 
ney at their own discretion pursue appropriate ex- 
tension courses. ‘ 

Officers will be exempt from further instruc- 
tion in subjects for which they hold duly authen- F 
ticated certificates of proficiency." i 

The above order has been carried out in 
general at, the majority of Air Corps sta- / 

ions.. e main idea behind the issuance | 
of this order was to provide as nearly as 
possible a uniform system of garrison 

school training for all air Corps officers, 
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as well as to serve as a preliminary 
course for officers who may come to 
take the resident courses at the Air 
Corps Tactical School. 

Under normal procedure each subcourse 
is revised and ; 
three years or sooner if the subject 
matter should be obsolete due to chang- 
es in equipment, methods of operation 
or tactics. 

All texts, lessons and mav problems 
are carefully coordinated with the resi- 
dent instructors at the school, and © 
every effort is made to parallel the 
teachings of the school. All subcourses 
are forwarded through the Chief of the 
Air Corps for check and then to The Ad- 


rousht up-to-date every | 


As of the School year 1935-1936, 2086 
Air Corps personnel were enrolled for 
the subcoursese and 1687 completed one or 
more subcourses for a total of 5562 sub- 
courses, which involved a minimum of 
83,833 hours of work. 

The initial distribution of extension 
ourse material by The Adjutant General 
(for all arms and nanyaaant for the 1935- 

36 school year involved the following: 

Pieces (lessons, solutions and 
GRIND bettors Sirti: duel « .4,187, 255 

Number of packages and envel- 


opes wrapped and sealed 11,878 
Number of mail bags sent out 1,452 


From the above it can be 
that the Extension Courses 


readily seen 
are widely 








jutant neral for final check and dis- 
ribution. 


used and have an important 


’ place in the 
‘army educational system. 


2-=000--- 
THE AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Hit Library of the Air Corps 
Tactical Schcol is, on the 
surface, the usual library con- 
nected with and serving a 
\ \| school of higher education. 
“ii The much used reference collec- 
tion, the magazine and newspap- 
er readinz rocm, the small and scatter- 
ed collection of general. reading matter 
are all much the same. However, on 
close examination of the main collection, 
the uniqueness of the Library becomes. 
evident. Here is a highly specialized 
collection of military and acronautical 
books, not technical aeronautical, -but 
tactical. So few good books are written 
on this new but fascinating subject 
that all books pertaining to the histo- 
















ry and development of aviation as a com~-! Ter 
é purchased and thoroughlylis the Officer-in-Charge of the Library, 


bat arm must 
perused in order to extract every item 
cf valuable information. The entire 
collection comprises about ten thousand 
volumes, of which the world war history 
and the military science sections are 
the largest. 

The document collection contains 
about eight thousand assorted pamphlets 
and revorts. The confidential reports 
from the various Military Attaches on 
all subjects of interest to our offi- 
cers are of tremendous value for re- 
search and for.keeping abreast of cur- 
rent military matters. They are also a 
source of greying hairs to the librari- 
an in her efforts to make them availatle 
and easily accessible to the proper ver- 
sons. Contained also in this collec- 
tion are publications of the various de- 
partments of the National government 
and other agencies whose activities ° 
would affect the teachings or policies 
of the Air Corns. eae 

The instructors, in the preparation . 
of their lectures and texts, are the 
most constant users of. the Library. The 
Air Corps Board, whese offices are in 


ee Memento Dasani eeenaiaietnteen atte neers 


By Miss Margaret Rippere, Librarian 


|the school building, also make valuable 
| use of the material in the library in 
‘preparing their studies. While the stu- 
dents have very little time for much out- 
|side reading, tney avail themselves of 
'the opportunities they do have and de- 
|rive much pleasure and benefit from the 
|military and professional literature. 

| The Library is arranged and run accord- 
ting to customary orocedure. The Dewey 
{decimal system of classification is used 
| throughout, modified and expanded in in- 
| Stances as necessitated by the special 
i;cOllection. The cataloging is done ac- 
cording to A.L.A. and Library of Congress 
j rules, and the documents follow very 

| closely the system worked out in the _ 
‘Military Intelligence Division of the War 
Devartment. The Secretary of the School 


lwith two trained civilian librarians, 
jand one enlisted assistant under him. 
The Library is located on the first 
'floor in the south wing of the school 
; building, and the equipment and arrange- 
jment are the latest ideas in up-to-date 
j library planning. 
ers.) geen 
| IMPROVEMENTS AT SCOTT FIKLD, ILL. 
| WPA laborers have begun leveling off 
lthe irregularities in the landing area at 
‘Scott Field, Ill. At present they are 
icutting down a hump in the northwest por- 
ition tEercof. This particular hump casts 
|a x0n snadow when the night lights are 
used. 
The WPA laborers have almost completed 
the dismantling of the old officers! gar- 
age. and the landscaping project. The 


.| base constructed at the new location for 


| the transformer is finished and awaiting 
the. transfer of the electrical equipment. 
. --=-900--~ 
On March 30th,Capt.Leo H.Dawson was as- 
signed as C.0., 57th Service Sqdn. , Self- 
ridge Field, with temporary rank of Major. 
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JHE Department of Ground Tectics, 
jAir Corps Tacticsl Scnool, 
*comorised of sections under of- 


“i Pield artiller 


ANG lery, and Chem’ 
—amIvice, who conduct the courses 
in their resnective specialties, 
and who together conduct a course in the 
Combined Arms. The amount of time de- 
voted to instruction in ground subjects, 
while generous, is the minimum necessary 
to carrying out our mission. 
The department exists vrimarily for 
the purpose of familiarizing officers of 
the Air Corps with the powers and limi- 
tations of the combatant ground troops, 
and with the technical and supply branch- 
€s which serve then. 

Many officers of the Air Corps do not 
have an onvortunity to attend any ser- 
vice school but this. Their normal du- 
ties bring them but little into contact 
with the ground arms. A large percent- 
age of the class comes to the school 
with only the vaguest ideas of ground 
tactics and ground units. It is the 
mission of the Department of Ground Tac- 
tics to remedy this deficiency. 

The majority of the Air Corns officers 
detailed to Leavenworth each year go di- 
rect from the Air Corps Tactical School. 
The instruction in ground tactics here 
is so organized as to fit these students, 
as well as possible in the time allowed 
by the very crowded schedule, for the 


ef) 


, coast Artil- 
cal Warfare Ser- 
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By Captain Gordo 








“| furtherance of recommenda- 

‘| tions in November, 1934, of 

#1 the Svecial War Department 

“ Committee, headed by the don. 

Newton D. Baker, the Air Corps 

% 1; Board was created and started 
waits activities at Maxwell 

Field, Mont somery, Ala. 

For several years the Air Corvs Tac- 
tical School had maintained an Air Corps 
Board, consisting of the staff and facul- 
ty acting in acdition to their other 
duties. The results of this arrangement 
having proven unsatisfactory, the Air 
poet on Board was organizec as an indepen- 
dent activity under, and as a part of, 
the Office of the Chief of the Air Corns. 
Its membership consists of the Command- 
ant and Assistant Commandant of the Tac- 
tical School, whe are ex-officio members 
in addition to their other duties, and a 
number of regular working members who 
have no other duties. 

The Air Corps Board is charged with 
the study of such subjects as may be re- 
ferred to it by the Chief of the Air 





By Lieut.-Colonel william W. Porter, ©0.W.5S. 


ificers of the Infantry, Cevalry, | 


GROUND TACTICS 





course at the Command and General Steff 
School, and thus enable them to compete 
unon a more equitable basis with stu- 
dents from the other svecial service 
schools. 

More important than any of the above 
functions,nowever, is the building up of 
an understanding of the methods and tac- 
tics which will enable the ground. arms 
and the Air Corps to work together with 

reater unity of purvose. This is a 
Fine of thought which has been serious- 
ly neglected at many of the service 
schools, because of the difficulty of 
arriving at sound cooperative tactics 
with the data available. 

We, the instructor personnel in this 
department, have been made to feel our- 
selves very much a part of the school; 
and, with students from the ground arms, 
make up a group who will take back to 
the "other arms" an understanding of 
Air Corps povers and limitations which 
will be of great value to air and 
ground forces alike. 

In the modern army, an officer who 
has not as full an understanding of Air 
Corps tactics and capabilities as he has 
of those of the other aims, is poorly 
equivped for his professional career. To 
officers not in the Air Corps there is 
no ouestion but this school is the most 
important of all the special service 
schools, with the single exception of 
tae school of their own branch. 
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ORPS BOARD 
n Saville, Air Corps 


| itself orizinate looking toward the in- 
provement oi tue Air Corps. 

in general, tne Air Corps Board has 
been charged by the Chief of the Air 
Corps with the making of recommendations 
on matters which invokve considerable 
study and research, rather than on met- 
ters involving only immediate decision 
as to policy. 

At the present time the Air Corps 
Board consists of four working members, 
present or under orders, and two ex- 
officio members. 

--=-000~--— 


Lieut.-Colonel Barton K. Young, Air 
Corps, is under orders to proceed to 
the Hawaiian Department, upon the com- 
pletion of his present course of instruc- 
tion at the Army War College, and to 
assume commend of the 18th Composite 
Wing, Fort Shafter, T.H. 

Colonel Fred H. Coleman (Lt.-Col.) is 
relieved as Commanding Officer, Fairfield 
Air Depot, Oct. 11,1936, and from tempo- 





Corps, and of such subjects as it may 


rary rank, and is to proceed to Panama. 
V-€988, A.C. 
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ACTICAL HOOL 


(As Scen by an Air Corps Student.) 


By Major Ira C. Eaker,Air Corps 


N the Air Corps Tactical 
School at Maxwell, two men 
have had a dream come true to 
an extent few mortals are 
ever privileged to witness 
the fulfillment of their vis- 
ions. These two men are Cong- 
ressman Lister Hill and 
Colonel Walter R. Weaver. 

Some years ago I heard them outline 
the project to “the Assistant Secretary 
of War, the Honorable ah _Trubee Davison. 
Their flowing accounts what could be 
realized here on the beaten of the meand- 
ering Alabama River were almost unbeliev- 
able as one gazec out upon the delapi- 
dated post that. then existed - a helter-! 
Skelter collection of ramshackle huts 
scattered without pattern over a barren 
landscape. It 1 was not unlike the negro 
tenement secti n alongside. Today the 
reservation is a well-kept park; on it 
are more than one hundred permanent 











structures, well-designed, sited and 
landscaped. The whole constitutes a 
military post inferior to few, if any, 
in the Army. 

Maxwell field exists as the home of 
the Air Corps Tactical School. That is 


its only military activity and vurnvose, 
which is a big factor in the results 
which have been obtained and a fortu- 
nate thing for the welfare of the stu- 
dent popula ation. A survey of this 
school, from the point of view of the 
student, it seems to me, falls into 

several logical subdivisions: the city 
and surrowudings, the post, tke school, 
the course of instruction, the flying, 
the facilities for exercise and recrea~ 
tion and, lastly, the social life. 

The field is located adjoining 

> the city limits of Mont tgomery, Ala.,, 

a City of apvroximately 70,000, situat- 
ot in the east central vortion of the 

tate cn the banks of the Alabama River. 
To the nevcomer it gives the impression 
of a sleepy, slow-moving, old Southern 
town, That it is in many respects. Its 
pa age nowever, make up any shortcon- 

es the city may seem to hold for 

thoes who favor a surging metrovolis. 


They are courteous, kindly, 1 hospitable 
end very friendly. There is wholly 
lacking that feeling, present in some 


"Army" towns, that the milita ry post .ex- 
ists to give the civil nopulece a live- 
Lihood and an income. 
the civil and military are excellent. 
The municipal government and city police 
show no resentment toward the Tederal 
forces at the city! 3 coor, but cooper- 
ate willingly for the mutual advantage 
of both. Army wives who agen a lar- 
ger city on special sho ppt 2 F —, 
find it but a three hours! drive 


Relations serene | 


‘Birmingham, four hours' to Atlanta, 
Is seven hours' to New Orleans, and but one 
‘day to the cities of Florida on the 
south. It would be difficult, indeed, 
'to find a better civil setting for the 
‘school then the city of Montgomery 
laffords. 
i The post is well organized to perform 
ithe adwinistrative functions incident 
ito supervising the school without fric- 
ition and for the students' advantage. 
iCne point is early imoressed, and that 
iis that the student will have nothing 
to do save pursue the course of instruc- 
tion. There are no other military dp- 
‘ties, as all such areverformed by a ver- 
ma nent complement of capable officers. 
The vost alfords the usual facilities, 
icomuissary, ¢ exchange, utilities, barber 
‘shop, tailor shop etc., to such an ex- 
ltent that it is unneces ssary to leave 
{the post for any of the living accomno- 
idations. Quarters are excellent. They 
‘are assigmed according to size of fan- 
jilies, with little regard to rank. The 
jmajority of students are quartered in 
; ane section of the post in two-story 
;houses of a common type - six rooms, 
| screened-in sleeping vorch and garage. 
‘This area is about one mile from the 
'school building and administrative sec- 
ition of the vost. 
! The school is housed in a large three- 
lstory building with excellent appoint- 
|ments and accommodations. The class 
irooms, lecture rooms, and study halls 
jare large and well lighted. Desks are 
| provided Students both at home and at 
ithe school. One of the best features 
| connected with the school is the milita- 
[ry library. It is invaluable for refer- 
;ence purposes and affords all the latest 
‘military books, both U.S. and foreign. 
Here, too, are collected studies and 
,;committee reports by previous classes 
‘and War Departnent Staff Studies, which 
lthe Air Corps officer will find sources 
‘of interest and information. The liora- 
ry alone would make the school worth- 
jwnile. All in all, the physical sur- 
iroundings for the student are all that 
;could be Cesired. 
| ‘he course is designed, avparently, 
‘with two primary purvoses: one as a pre- 
| paretory course to the Command and Gener- 
al Staff School, at Leavenworth; the 
he education of the Air Corps 
fricer in his own arm - the Air Force. 
During the first half of the school vear 
‘th 1e student gets the impression thet he 
is attending a service school of one of 
the other arms or, rather, a combination 
of all the service schools of the other 
arms. During this time he is turned 
over to the tender mercies of Field Ar- 
tillery, Cavalry, Infantry, and Chemical 


second for 
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Warfare ovficers who teach the precepts 


f 

of modern rarfrre as foudt by those 
arms. It is early ouite apparent that 
the other branches have selected their 


instructors with great care, as tne type 
of tnstruction is cf a high order. Dur- 
ing this period one bdegi ns to feel a 
little avorehensive about the Air Corns 
officers = are going to have to main- 
tain this andarc After Christmas va- | 
cation, the “student begins to find taat 
this is, after all, an Air school. Bonm- 
bardmert, Atteck, Observation, Pursuit 
and Ai: Force are then thrown at the 
student with tewildering rapidity. There 
s$ a text for each subject; there ere 
ectures in class, illustrative prohlems 
end the much-creaded nap problem - four- 
heur aig to you, Sir - reserved for the 
faithtul Sor every Friday afternoon to 
make the week-end really appreciated. 
Each | student is graded on the yrofici- 
ency of ais in dividual work, but hign 
Marks are not deified. No student is 
told his relative standing and, as a 
sult, there is very little evidence of 
"boninz" to lead the class and no hos- 
tile competitive spirit. It will re- 
quire two hours! study per night five 
nights a week, Me the average student 
to make average grades. The ~ Commandant 
and Assistant ae recommend 
against more, nd urge that all students 
conclude <a? fig "nicht-work" by ten 
o'clock. Many stucents have found it 
more efficient to put in this two hours 
in the morning a and, since school does 
not start until 9:00 o'clock, that is 
possible without hardshin 
Recitation periods are from 9:00 to 
12:00, with the afternoon reserved for 
flyins. ednescay afternoon, Saturday 
and Sund day are for recreation and rest. 
Recreational facilities are exception- 
elly well pvroviced. The i?%-hole golf 
course is good; there are «tennis courts, 
Squash courts, e@ good swimuing vool, a 
skeet range, and a stable containing 
some forty mounts in good health;more's 
the pity, say a large “maic rity of the 
students. Riding instruction is a part 
of the course; it is given from 7:15 to 
8:15 every other morning. The present 
class has suffered five major casualties 
from riding to date, including broxeu 
bones - an arm, a leg, and miscellaneous 
ribs. Taere is considerable agitation 
on the vart of the present class to make 
riding eotioral. ‘ne student council 
has recommenced that the Tactical School 
Cavalry be placed high on the Army's 
riority ] list for early mechanization. 
tudents are encouraged to get exercise 
of their chosen form and given ample op- 
portunity and equipment therefor. 
Social activities are reserved for the 
period from Friday evening to Sunday 
evening weekly and on holidays. Such 
Zather 
Study nights. The Officers' Club pro- 
vides ample social functions both for 


Re ple 


re- 


The 
eiven about 
20st social life is baat there is no 


officers, their wives and fanilies. 
principal impression one is 


=¢ 


1 icers and 


class consciousness"! Post off 
students drop all distinctions when they 
| leave the class rooms. ime to the ef- 
| fort 8 of the Couwmanding Officer, students 
are made to feel tuat they are a part of 
the onat life descite the temporary char- 
acser of their stay. This svirit, per- 
haps more than aii thin. else, makes the 
stay at Maxwell Field a nleasant as well 
as highly instructive one. 

There is no question but that the 
course at the Tactical School will im- 
prove the efficiency of any Air Corps of- 
| ficer and, strange as it may seem, he 
'will enjoy his year here. de Will look 
| back upon it with satisfaction, and there 
| will be distinct regret when the time 
| come for departure for another station. 
<0 me that is a remarkable recorme dation 
for the school, seeing that it is well 
known that though Nife may begin at 
/ forty," school days at that age should 
be over as the average individual sces 
it. If military education may be liken- 
ea to a bad pill, it is not too wuuch to 
say that a very satisfactory sugar coat- 
sng is put on it here at Maxwell Field. 
---000--— 
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| AIRLINGS 
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FIELD AS AIRPORT 
Recent flood conditions along the 
Potomac River left the Manicival Airvort 
at Washinston, terminal for Eastern, 
Ceatral anc American Airlines, in a de- 
cidedly unsafe condition, and for several 
Gays tne comercial lines used Solling 
tieid, as ea oase of overations. 
|Civilian and Army crews cooperated in 
'sucil a mauner as to expedite traffic,and 
|cach triv went through on scheduled time. 
{ 
| 


~\ 
LeWey 


iConcitions at the i wunicipal Airsort im- 
proved within a fey 
'Cial lines again shifted o operations to 
itheir own field. The entire change went 
; through so smoothly as to speak well for 
the efficiency of both the commercial 
companies anc the anny crews. 
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YSS, IT WAS ALSO COLD AT Tal 


Gays, and the commer- 


IRFIELD, 


The News Letter Correspondent from 
i'Patterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio, sais 

j that the past winter has been of the lind 
jthat grancfathers celighted to tell their 
| €randch 1ildren about. According; to the 
joldest inhabitant, he adds, not since 

| "Mad Antaony" Wa .yne chased Indians in 

| this pars of the country has there ever 

| been such a winter. Water and air lines 
,on the engine test stands froze up; fre- 


iquently the temperature inside the haugars 


'was lower than that outside, and the cen- 


tral heating plant always nicked the cold-~ 
ags are distinctly discouragec on |est days to break cown. 


Atter all the 
igrie’ exoerienced, the Tirst robin was a 


iwelcome sight. 
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A DOUGHBOY AT AN AIR CORPS SCHOOL 







HE detail to attend the Air 
{Corps Tactical School is much 
souzht after by the. Infantry 
{officers, and I fel: greatly 
iflettered when I was notified 
thet, if funds were available, 
I would be ordered to the School for 
the 1935-36 course. . When the order was 
finally issued, I was again greatly 
flattered by the number of congratula- 
tions received from all officers, but 
especially those of the ground aims. 
The Atr Corps officers whom I knew all 
praised the school, not only from an 
academic viewpoint alone, but as a good 
post with excellent quarters end a sood 
place to live. The prospectus of the 
School, which arrive shortly thereaf- 
ter, together with a letter from the 
Commandant, corroborated their state- 
ments. Upon arrival at the School, I 
found this vost came up to all expecta- 
tions. Everything was new and modern 
in every respect ~ excellent quarters, 
a large and well equipved headquarters 
and school bpntad a > and a beautiful, 
modern officers! club with courteous 
and efficient service. The Commanding 
Officer and his efficient staff were 
taking a personal interest in the as- 
Slenment of quarteryw, and the Quarter- 
Master was exceotionally accommodating. 
My first impressionmsof the vost were 
distinctly good. After my first good 
impressions, I began to feel as if I 
were an outsider. All of the Air Corps 
officers seemed to be fully acquainted 
and "sufficient unto themselves." I was 
almost as much a stranger to the other 
round officers as to the Air Corps of- 
Ticers. We ground officers gradually 
éravitated together, and from our fan- 
Cied treatment by the Air Corps offi- 
cers we dubbed ourselves the "Non- 
Christian Tribes," suggested to us bj 
one of our groun (Major McCatty of A 
Coast Artillery Corps}. As time went 
On and we vere thrown more closely with 
the air officers in the class room, 
€quitation classes and practical flying, 
this reserve between us gradually broke | 
down. I now find the class to be com- 
posed without an exception of high type 
Officers. The Assistant Commandant, 
Colonel Herbert &. Dargue, in his open- 
ing address, said the members of the 
Class were specially selected, and after 
Six months of rubbing elbows with then, 
I am convinced of this. 
he couree has been highly interest- 

ing and instructive; it fs well organ- 
ized, and the subjects are in the right 
pro ortion. However, I was surprise 

o find oe reading and navigation 
taught at the school, but after observ- 
ing for a few periods was greater sur- 
rased by the lack of knowledge of 








hese two subjects displayed by a large 


By Major M.¥. Lindsey, Infantry 


number of the class. Equitation, which 
we attend every ather morning between 
7:15 and 2:15, is a great drudgery; how- 
ever, I know of nothing that can take 
its place for exercise in the open, If 
we didn't have to ride we'would only 
sleep an hour Longer in the merning. The 
practical flying for a ground officer is 
intersversed with interesting and dull 
periods. If he has something to do,such 
es a navigation problem, it is interest- 
ing, but to ride around in the fuselage 
of a Bomber for two and a half hours is 
extremely dull. 

As for the teaching methods, I miss 
the "aoplicatory" method, or iexnlana- 
tion," "Demonstration" and "Examination" 
to which I have become accustomed in 
the Army, and which is present in most 
of the branch schools. £, after the 
theoretical classroom instruction in 
Bombing Probabilities or an attack 
against an airdrome, we could have gone 
out and flown the babes drepoed the 
bombs and applied the technique taught, 
the instruction would have been more 
convincing. Of course, this is no fault 
of the School, as it does what it can 
with the material available. 

I have been impressed by the attitude 
of some of the instructors in apnologiz- 
ing and maxing excuses for the lack of 
conclusive proof to bear out their theo- 
ries regarding tactics and technicue 
(particularly the former). It seemed 
to me to weaken their case. Practically 
all the new ideas on tactics of the 
ground arms are based on theory only, 
and in some cases on weavons that have 
not even been developed. I don't think 
the air Corps should be so apologetic 
about theirs. On tne other hand, I have 
been impressed by the knowledge of their 
subjects displayed by the instructors 
and their vroad viewpoint. 

My tour as a student at the Air Corps 
Tectical School has been an unusually 
vleasant and profitable one. It has 
given me an insicht into, and an aopreci- 
ation of, the problems of the Air Corps. 
ity anpreciation of the airplane as a val- 
uadle weapon has been considerably in- 
creased and, contrary to the belief of 
some, and in keeping with the majority 
of the ground efficers, I have a high 
regard For the professional attainments 
of the officers of the Air Corvs and a 
strong belief in the capabilities of the 
airplane. I consider it a privilege to 
have been a student at the Mir Corps 
Tactical School. 

--~000-~-=- 


Effective July 1,1936,following the comple- 
tion of his course of instruction at the Arm 
War College, Lieut.-Colonel John F. Curry, Air 
Corps, is detailed es a member of the War De- 
partment General Staff, Washington, and will re- 


, port to the Chief of Staf? for duty. 
-ll- 


V-6988, A.C. 










MAXWELLI 





FIELD 





‘| AXWELL Field is located in the 
ri west edge of Montgomery, about 
4 two miles from the center of 
the city, and overlooks the 
Alabama River, which forms the 
ai" northern hearer of the reser- 

vation. All buildings are new 
and modern, having been constructed with- 
in the past five years. All quarters 
and barracks are equipped with automatic 
gas furnaces and water heaters and, ex- 
cept for 13 WCO bungalows, all have me- 
chanical refrigerators installed. There 
are 99 sets of officers' quarters. All 
are of the two-story, one-family type. 
Company officers' quarters have three 
bedrooms, an attic, and, in most cases, 
a sleeping porch. Field officers! quar- 
ters are similar, but have four bedrooms. 
Each set has a garage. The quarters are 
in a wooded area, and streets are laid 
out in an irregular manner to preserve 
all trees possible. This is cne of the 
principal reasons why Maxwell Field is 
generally considered to be one of the 
mest attractive posts in the Air Corps. 

The bachelor building contains 14 two- 
room apartments for officers stationed 
here and 4 single rooms available for 
visiting officers. Recreational facili- 
ties include an officers' club and mess, 
swimming pool, tennis courts, an excel- 
lent 18-hole golf course, three squash 
courts, horses for mig aos fi a skeet range, 
basketball and volley ball floor, base- 
ball diamond, football field, and cinder 
track. Good hunting and fresh water 
fishing are to be found in the vicinity, 
and excellent salt water fishing is 
available in the Gulf of Mexico, about 
150 miles south. 
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A CHEMICAL WARFARE OFFICER AT 


By Captain C. M. 


detail to the Air Corps Tac- 
tical School is much desired 
by chemical officers for ng - 
fectly obvious reasons. The 
school and the post of 
Maxwell Field have an estab- 
<<<! lished reputation in our ser- 
vice. Severalof our most capable offi- 
cers have served as instructors in the 
Air Corps Tactical School, I know, to 
the mutual benefit of the Air Corps and 
the Chemical Service. The dispersion 
of war chemicals by means of aircraft 
had its inception about 1920-21, and 
all the developments have occurred 
Since that time. The Air Corps and the 
A.C.T.S. have had a decided influence 
on the course ‘of experiments conducted 
by the technical divisions of the Chemi- 








with. The various activities - Quarter- 
Master, Post Exchange, Post Hospital,Air 

Corps Supply, Operations Office, Offi- 

cers' Club - all serve the student offi- 





Cal Service at Edgewood Arsenal. Close 
cooperation between the Chief of the 
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By Major S. F. Landers, Air Corps 


Winters are mild, with temveratures be- 
low freezing normally occurring only a 
few days each winter, while snow is seen ' 
only at intervals of several years. Golf 
and other outdoor games are played the 
year round. 

The recreational facilities named 
above are available for both officers and 
enlisted men. Noncommissioned officers 
have their own club, and one of the 
svimming pools is located near the bar- 
racks and noncommissioned officers' quar- 
ters. There are 77 sets of noncomnission- 
ed officers' quarters. Thirteen are 
small one~family bungalows, while the 
Other 64 are large two-story duovlex hous- 
es, each with four bedrooms and ecuipped 
with automatic gas furnaces, water heat- 
ers, mechanical refrigerators, etc. : 

Very little fatigue duty is necessary, 
as most of the upkeep of the post is done 
by Federal prisoners, a camp of which is 
located on the reservation. Each barrack 
is equipped with a cafeteria type mess so 
that food is always served hot, whether a 
man eats early or late. Labor-saving de- 
vices, such as dish-washing machines, 
bread mixers, gas ranges, potato peelers, 
etc., reduce kitchen work to a minimum. i 

The authorized strength of the post is ; 
641 Air Corps men and 69-Quartermaster, : 
Medical, Signal, Finance, Ordnance, etc. 
Quarters are available for all noncommis- 
Sioned officers of the first three graces. 
There are normally about 125 to 130 offi- 
cers assigned to the post, 70 of whom are 
students. At the present time, eleven 
of these are living off the post on 
commutation status. ‘ 
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THE AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 
Kellogg, C.W.S. 


Air Corps and the Chief of Chemical War- 
fare Service is apparent in this work. 
On arrival at Maxwell Field, I found 
conditions as described - uniformly ex- 
cellent. The quarters assigned are the 
best I have ever occupied in my service. 
From the Commanding Officer on dom, all 
the post personnel have been uniformly 
helpful and vleasant to serve under and 


cer in an admirable manner. Living con- 
ditions and recreational facilities are 
of the best. Anyone interested in sports 
finds available the 18-hole golf course, 
tennis, squash, swimming, skeet, hunting 
(nearby), volley ball, and equitation. 
The best athletic facilities of any post 
Continued on page 15) . 
V-6988, A.C. 
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By Major F.1I. & 


' HE Command, Staff, and. Logis- |: 
tics department consists of 
five sections, each ef which. 

_-” Ly is charged with presenting. - ; 
2257 courses as indicated below: 
THS MILITARY INTELLIGHC) SECTION 





»| 


This section presents: courses. in Mili-|. 


tary Intelligence, Military Geography, 
and Mavs and Fhotographs. The scope of 
these courses, in brief, follows: - 
Military Intelligence.- The course | 
is designed to acquaint the class with | 





the process by means. of which informa- 
tion of the. enemy is developed. into. mil-| 
itary intelligence, the organization by | 
means of att I this is acccmmlished,and | 
the principles governing the employment | 
of military intelligence agencies, both. 
air and gzound. 

Military Geography. - This subject: in- 
Cludes parvsical geography, human geogre- 
phy, political geo#raphy, and economic 
geogravhy. It consists of much more 
than a mere collection of data - it is 
an analysis :of the latest accurate data 
made from a military viewooint. The 
course is presented: in lecture form 
based on selected areas. 

Maps and Photographs.- This course 
Covers the reading and use of military 
maps, and the making and use of aerial 
photographs, including mosaics. 

‘THE COMBAT ORDERS SECTION 

The Combat Orders Section vresents 
courses in the following subjects: 

Combet Orders.- The course is dcesign- 
ed to acquaint the class with the sever- 
al classes of combat orders, stressing 
particularly field orders. The instruc- 
tion covers -the ordérs of both air and 
ground units, with special’ attention to 
€xoression, technique, form and 
sequence. 

Solutién. of Problems.- This subject 
Covers the logical consideraiion of all 
factors affecting a'specific situation 
and the methods of arriving at correct 
decisions in such situations; in short, 
the estimate of the situation. The 
course also includes instruction in the 
mechanism and methods of solving prob- 
lems. | ~ a 

Mobilization.- The subject is present-~ 
ed in lecture form and concerns mobili- 
zation plans of the War Department. 

TH: LOGISTICS SECTICN 
Logistics is that branch of the art 
of war which determines the details ne- 
cessary for the movement end suoply of 
troops throughout all phases of milita- 
ry operations. The-subject is present- 
ed in two courses, Air Logistics and 
Ground Logistics. . 

Air Lo ics. - This..course covers 
the organization of logistical agencies 
serving the air units, and the priarc. 
Ciples and methods governing the opera- 
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THE COMMAND, STAFF, AND LOGISTICS DEPARTMENT 


‘lin, Air Corns 


tion of these ‘agencies. 

Ground Lozistics. This course vresents 
a general picture of the territorial or- 
ganization of a theatre of war, and in- 
cludes a detailed study of the sunply 
and movement of the infantry division. 

THi STAFF DUTIES SECTION 

Statf Duties.- This courae is concern- 
ed witr comnand and staff priaotes: 
functions, and organization, with par- 
ticular reference to staff teamwork and 








|the preparation of the common staff 
|papers, including journals, revorts, 


staff maps, and objective folders. The 
course covers the staffs of both the air 
and ground units. 

SIGNAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Si Co ications.- While communi- 
Cations are most essential to the oper- 
ation of all combat units, they are aux- 
iliary and not veculiar to any specific 
ground arm or class of aviation. The 
subject is therefore given a svecial 
section in this department. ; 

The objective of the communications 
course is, most definitely, not to train 
comiunications officers, that being one 
of the functions of the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, Chanute Field. In this 
course the adavtion of each class of 
communications to the operations of the 
combat units is developed and methods of 
solving comaunications problems met with 
in practical operations are suggested. 
The course covers the comtunications of 
both the ground and — units. : 


ASSIGNMENT OF GRADUATES OF THE A.C.T.S. 


Svecial Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, assign the following- 
named Air Corps officers, upon the com- 
pletion of their present course of in- 
struction at the Air Corns Tactica 
School, to duty at stations indicsted: 

Cantain John M. Clark to the San 
Antonio Air Devot, Texas. 

Caotain Cortlandt S$. Johnson to Middle 
River, Mc., as Air Corps Representative 
at the aircraft factory of the Glenn L. 
Martin Comveny. 

Caytain Leland W. Miller to the Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corps, lashington. 

Captain Aaron 3. Jones to Langley 
Fielc, Va., with GHQ Air Force. 

Cantain Donald D. FitzGerald to 


)Bolling Field, D.C. 


Cantain Merrill D. Mann to Shic-go,I1l., 
for duty with organized reserves, 6th 
Corps Area. 

. » on SOUR se 

In devoting this issue to the Air Corps 
Tactical School, we express our apprecia- 
tion to the Commandant thereof and to the 
other officers who have cooperated s 
whoie-heartedly to make thi particular 
issue possible. The cover page and the il- 


ustratéd insert sheets weré sSrevared by 
the photographic persounel Maxwell Field. 
v4 v-6983, A.C. 
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ifactors affecting a'specific situation 


course also includes instruction in the 
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¢ PX) HE Command, Staff, and Logis- 
( ‘WW tics departrent consists of 
a -;H five sections, each ef which | 
i. is charged with presenting: - | 
<TR courses as indicated below: 


THS MILITARY INTELLIG#iC: SkOTION 

This sec’ Lon vresents: courses. in Mili-| 
tary Intel ‘gence, Military Geography, | 
and Maps a1.d Fhotographs. The scope of | 
these courses, in drief, follows: | 

Military Intelligence.- The course | 
is designed to acquaint the class with 
the process by means. of which informa-_ | 
tion of the enemy is developed: into. mil 
itary intelligence,- the organization by | 
means of which this is accomnlished,and | 
the principles governing the employment | 
of military intelligence agencies, both | 
air and ground. 

Military Geography. - This subject: in- 
Cludes parvsical geography, human geogra 
phy, political geos#raphy, and economic 
geograohy. It Consists of much more 
than a mere collection of data - it is 
an analysis :-of the latest accurate data 
made from a military viewooint. The 
course is presented in lecture form 
based on selected areas. 

Maps end Photographs.- This course 
covers the reading and use of military 
maps, and the making and use of aerial 
photogravhs, including mosaics. 

‘THE COMBAT ORDERS SECTION 

The Combat Orders Section presents | 
courses in the following subjects: | 

Combat Orders.- The course is cesign- | 
ed to acquaint the class with the sever- 
al classes of combat orders, stressing | 
particularly field orders. The instruc 
tion covers -the ordérs of both air and 
ground units, with special’ attention to 
€xoression, technique, form and 

















Solutién. of Problems.- This subject 
‘covers the logical consideraiion of all 





and the methods of arriving at correct 
decisions in such situations; in short, 
the estimate of the situation. The 


mechanism and methods of solving probd- 
lems. (e 
Mobilization.- The subject is present- 
ed in iecture form and concerns mobili- 
zation plans of the War Department. 
TH: LOGISTICS SECTICN 
| logistics is that branch of the art 
s0f war which determines the details ne- 
pcessary for the movement end suoply of 
troops throughout all phases of milita-| 
Ty Operations. The.subject is present- 
geo in two courses, Air Logistics and 
round Logistics. 
> Air Logistics. - This.course covers 
he organization of logistical agencies | 
gserving the air units, and the prince. | 
iples and methods governing the opera- 
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THE COMMAND, STAFF, AND LOGISTICS DEPARTMENT 
By Major F.I. BE, 


lin, Air Corns 


tion of these ‘agencies. 

Ground Lozistics. This course vresents 
a general picture of the territorial or- 
ganization of a theatre of war, and in- 
cludes a detailed study of the sunply 
and movement of the infantry division. 

TH: STAFF DUTIES SECTION 

Staff Duties.- This course is concern- 
ed witr comaand and staff principles, 
functions, and organization, with par- 
ticular reference to staff teamvork and 
the preparation of the common staif 
pavers, including journals, resorts, 
staff maps, and objective folders. The 
course covers the staffs of both the air 
and ground units. 

SIGNAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Signal Communications.- While communi- 
Cations are most essential to the oper- 
ation of all combat units, they are aux- 
iliary and not veculiar to any specific 
ground arm or class of aviation. ‘The 
subject is therefore given a svecial 
section in this department. 

The objective of the communications 
course is, most definitely, not to train 
communications officers, that being one 
of the functions of the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, Chanute Field. In this 
course the acavotion of each class of 
communications to the operations of the 
combat units is developed and methods of 
solving communications problems met with 
in practical operations are suggested. 
The course covers the communications of 
both the ground and air units. : ' 
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Svecial Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, assign the following- 


|named Air Corps officers, upon the com- 


pletion of their present course of in- 
struction at tne Air Corns Tactical 
to duty at stetions inciccted: 

Cavtain John M. Clark to the San 
Antonio Air Devot, Texas. 

Caotain Cortlandt S. Johnson to Midcle 
River, Mcd., as Air Corps Representative 
at the aircraft factory of the Glenn L. 
Martin Compeny. 

Cavtain Leland W. Miller to the Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corps, Washington. 

Captain Aaron 3S. Jones to Langley 
Fielc, Va., with GHQ Air Force. 

Cantain Donald D. FitzGerald to 
Bolling Field, D.C. 

R Cantain Merrill D. Mann to Ghic-go,I1l., 
<or duty with organized reserves, 6th 
vorps -Area. 

. . ===900-—= 

In devoting this issue to the Air Corps 
Tactical School, we express our apprecia- 
tion to the Commandant thereof and to the 
other officers who have cooperated so 
whole-heartedly to make thi8 varticular 
issue possible. The cover pagé and the il- 
ustratéd insert sheets weré orevared by 


oe photographic persounel ,Maxwell Field. 
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THE STUDENT CLASS AT THE TACTICAL SCHOOL 


Graduation exercises will be held on Tuesday 
morning, June 2, 1936. The following program 
has been tentabively arranged: 

Invocation 
Address to the Graduating Class 
Presentation of Diplomas 
Benediction 


The following officers are members of the 
class of 1935-1936: 


Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hoffman, Edwera L. 


Davidson, Joseph H. 
Faker, Ira C. 





Mejors 
MicClelland,Harold M. 
Hodge, John R. ,Inf. 
Kepner, William E. 


Boppough. Clay I.,8.C. 
Lindsey,Mealcolm F.,Inf. O'Neill, Raymond E. 
McCatty, Kenneth, C.A.C. Sorenson, Edgar P. 


Captains 
Bayley, Eugene 3. Kellogg,Crawford M., CWS 
Beery, Levi L. Langmead, Edmund C. 
Bivins, H A. Longfellow, Newton 
Caldwell, les E. Lowe, Thomas M. 
Cannon, John F. Lyon, Alfred J. 
Carr, Lawrence J. Magee, Richard H. 
Chidlaw, Benj. W. Mann, Merrill D. 
Clark, Harold L. Maughan, Russell L. 
Clark, John M. Mayhue, Don W. 
Connell, Samel ii, McGinnis, Harold A. 
Crawford, Alden 2. McPike, George V. 
Cumberpatch,Jas. IT. Miller, Leland W. 
Dayton, Lewis A. Moon, Ernest S. 
Dulligan, John 5. Morris, William C. 
Duncan, Claude =. Old, William D. 
Ely, Louis 5., F.A. Parker, James E. 
PitaeGerald,Donald D. Phillips, Donald B. 
Ferguson, Homer W. Powers, Edward M. 
Foster, Thad V. Schneider, Max F. 
Geffney, Dale V. Sharon, Leon E. 
Glenn, Albert F. Shea, Augustine F. 
Halverson, Harry A. navely, Ralph A. 
Hoag, Earl S. Thomas, Charles E. ,Jr. 
Horn, Charles A. Tooher, Bernard J. 
Johnson,Cortlandt S. Twining, Nathan F. 
Jones, Aaron E. Wolfe, Kenneth 3. 
First Lieutenants 

Ferris, Carlisle I. 
Quesada, Blwood R. 


Navy Officer 
Lieut. Bennett W. echt 


Marine Corps Officers 
Ceptein Thomas J. Cushman 
Captain William L. McKittrick 
Captain Stanley E. Ridderhof 


NOTE: Above are Air Corps officers except 
as otherwise — 
ined @) ao 


Grading and construction work on the new 
Bolling Field is progressing rapidly with two. 
shifts of W.P.A. workers on schedules of six 
hours per day each. The outlines of rumweys 
are becoming visible, and leveling and grading 
operations contime steadily. 

The date of the completion of the project 
has not been predicted. 





Fair, Ford L. 
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STAFF AND FACULTY OF AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 


The Steff and Faculty of the Air Corps Tactical 
School consist of the following officers 


Colonel Arthur G. Fisher, A.C., Commandant. 

Lieut.-Colonel Herbert A. Dargue, A.C., 
Assistant Commandant. 

Captain Julian 3. Haddon, A.C., Secretary. 


Department of Air Tactics and Strategy 





Sections 
Air Force: Chief: Major R.lu. Webster 
Inst.: Lieut, H.S. Hansell 
Attack: Chief: Major L.A. Gnith 
Inst.: Major F.C. Kiel 
Bombardment : Chief: hiajor Odas Moon 
Inst.: Lieut. L.S. Kuter 
Observation: Chief: Major F.W. Evans 
Inst.: Major B.E. Gates 
Pursuit: Chief: Major C.L. Chennault 


Naval Operations: Lieut.-Col. H.A. Dargue | 

Department of Command, Staff and Logistics i 

Director: wajor F.l. Eglin, Air Gees af 

Sections i 

Combat Orders: Chief: Major F.I. Eglin 
Signal Communications: ~ 








Chief: Maj.Grandison Gardner 
Logistics: Chief: Maj. A.W. Martenstein © 
Staff Duties: Chief: Major F.I. Eglin 


Department of Flyi 
Director: Major L.A. Sth Air Corps 
Sections 


Practical Flying: Chief: Mejor L.A. Smith 
Air Navigation: Chief: Maj.Grandison Gardner | 


Department of Ground Tactics 
Director: Lieut.-Colonel ¥.N. Porter, 


Sections 


‘ 
i 
i 
i 





O.. 8. | 





Antiaircraft: “Chief: Major 3.F. Harmon,Cac.’ 
Cavalry: Chief: Major R.L. Creed,Cav. 
Chemical Warfare: Chief: Lt.-Col.W.N.Porter, 
Combined Arms: Chief: Lt.-Col. W.N.Porter, 
Inst.: Major H.H.Ristine, F. 


Inst.: Major R.L. Creed, Caw 
Inst.: Major B.F.Harmon, CAC. 
Inst.: Major L.B.Glasgow, Inf, 
Chief: Major H.H.Ristine,F.A. 
Chief: Major L.B.Glasgow, Inf, 


Extension Course 
Extension Course: Chief: Major John I. Moore 


NOTE: Members of Staff and Faculty are Air 
Corps officers except as noted. 


te oO 


NEW LINK TRAINER AT BOLLING FIELD 


Final installation and adjustments of a new 
Link Trainer at Bolling Field, D.C., have been 
completed recently, and the apparatus is operat 
ing in a highly satisfactory manner. The use 
of the Trainer is expected to reduce materially 
the amount of time necessary for completion of 
the prescribed course of. inhvcneah Chelios 
training at that station. 


Field Artillery: 
infantry: 





Capt. Thomas M.Lowe, A.C., is assigned to a 
with the Organized Reserves, 5th Corps Area, at 
Columbus, 0., n completion of his course of 
instruction at Air Corps Tactical School. 
V-6988, A.C. 
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A Chemical Warfare Officer at the. ACTS 
(Continued from Page le). 
I have ever served on are here to- be 
taken advantage of. The arrangement of 
a mutually supoorted nurses' fund by 
the Post Hosvital is most satisfactory. 
The School building is relatively new 
and completely equipped. After seeing 
this School and the new Infantry School 
building at Fort Benning, it seems that 
the Chemical School could well afford 
to receive more liberal treatment. From 
a personal viewooint, the instruction 
in all suvjects has been of much berie- 
fit to me throughout the course. Some 
subjects are, perhaps. too elementary 
for ceriain cfficers. However, offi- 
cers qualified by previous opportuni- 
ties, nre excused on proper request.. I 
feel that i now hsve a much broader 
military viewooint, which is one of the 
vrimary reasons for requesting the de- 
tail. 

The A.C.T.S. Library should be men- 
tioned es a very valuable and pleasant 
addition to the facilities for study 
and ousside reading. 

It seems to me that the size of the 
Class is such as to make it very hard 
for the instructor. I can suggest no 
remecy for this situation other than 
vossibly more instructors and smaller 
The classes that. gave the 
most trouble at }\.1I.T. were the large 
lecture classes in military science in 
the second year. These classes ran 
about 100 to 120 men. Anything that I 
might say in regard to instruction 
should be accented with reservations,as 
my exnerience is only as student in my 
own branch school. Writing a good text 
book is a very difficult job. Some of 
the texts of the Chemical School are 
verbose. Some of the texts used here 
have that tendency. 

Amons the many interesting subjects, 





jthe flying periods appeal to me mos. 


Before coming here I had about 12 hours 
total flying time, hence my interest in 
this subject. Some of the practical 
difficulties connected with sir naviga- 
tion, bonbing from high altitude, on 





roper observation training are brough 
iome by these neriods. The care requir 
d in formation flying under favorable 
Onditions is amply illustrated. Low 
lying attack missions give me some- 
hing to think about on account of the 
hemicels as an auxiliary weavon. All 
he Air Coros officers. of the class 
hat I have flown with are excellent 
ilots, and I have the greatest confi- 
€nce in them. 

I have been impressed while here with 
he necessity of all branches vulling 
hOgether and the elimination of useless 
fissenslo1u within and between branches. 
yver-exas; eration and understatement 
re aovarently about eoually dangerous. 

has been a great privilege to have 
pcen permitted to come here and attend 


) 
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-south from Maxwell Field, is 


the A.C.7.S.-course. On account of the 
imvortance 22 future cooperation between 
the Air Corps and she Chemical Service, 
more Chemicai.officers should have the 
advantage.cf the training at the Air 
Corps Tactical. School. 

==—=000-—— 
GUNNERY PRACTICE FOn MAXWELL FIELD PERSONNEL 
abcut 150 miles 
the site of the 
bombing and gunnery range used by the versonnel 
stationed at that field. Valpariso’ is on the 
Choctawwhatchee Bay, which is an arn of the 
Gulf of Mexico, and Maxwell Field officers held 
their first practice there the week ends cf 
Varch 28th and 29th and April 4th and Sth. Dur- 
ing theseperiods,all members cf the student 
body of the Air Corps Tactical School, including 
these from the ground arms, had gunnery prac- 
tice firing at tcw targets. 

Touching on the firing conducted the latter 
part of March, the Valpariso. weekly newspaper 
stated: 

“Above the same trails and over the same 
streams along which ‘ghting forces of the 
United States cnce pushed end pulled supplies 
anc doggedly cut their way a few miles each 
day to battle the British-at New Orleans, a 
new fighting force on wings last Saturday flew, 
swooped, banked, dove and with staccato firing 
gave battle te an imaginary foe in practice 
defense cf the sane territcry that General 
Jackson's frontier soldiers cnce saved to tho 
navion. 

To the people cf Valpariso and environs the 
maneuvers cf a group. of fighting planes over 
Choctewwhatchee Bay and the Gulf was a source 
cf great interest and wonder. In amny par- 
lance, it was an occasion of tow target prac- 
tice and machine gun firing at the Vaelpariso 
Gunnery Base by cfficers en duty with the 
U.S. Air Ccrps Tactical School at Maxwell 
Field, Ala. *.* Plans and hopes cfi both the 
people of the Bay Country and the Maxwell 
Field Air Corps. staff materialized at 7:30 


Valpariso,: Fla., which is 


‘Saturdey morning when pursuit.planes, attack 


planes, bombers, olservation and transport 
plenes, thirty-six in all,swocped down. over 
the Valparisc Airport and landed for a. day of 
machine firing practice with tow targets. 
Forty-five flying officers headed by Col. A.L, 
Fisher, commanding Maxwell Field, were present, 
forty of them members cf the Air Corps Tactic- 
al School. Of the 110 enlisted men at the 
field, fifty were brought down by transport 
and bomber to assist in the day's work. 

The maneuvers went off like clockwork. Every 
hour, starting at 9:30 in the morning, a new . 
group of officers took to the air testing 
their skill with machine guns in diving and - 
firing at the tow targets jumping here and 
there behind the tow plares. The Gulf coast 
beyond the Pass wes divided into eirht mile 
sectors, and each flight took a different part 
of the coast. To local residents the practice 
was of endless interest; likewise the many 
plenes drewn up in orderly rows, propellers 
front, at the airport. Hundreds gathered Sat~ 
urday and Sunday to watch the flying and ex- 
anine the ships. * * " 
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WATIONAL DEFENSA DEMONSTRATION AT SPOXaND 
By Lieut. Ellsworth C. French 


sonnel attending the 
National Defense Demon- 
& stration at Felts Field, 
a Svokane, Wash., May 29. 30 
and 31, won't have to pay 
any hotel bills. 

This “unpleasant feature" about ex- 
tended cross-country flights was shoved 
into the discard by the 4lst Division 
Aviation, Washington National Guard, 
joint snonsor of the Demonstration,when 
plans were completed for the use of a 
brick building adjoining the airvort 
for a barracks. 

Major Ralph P. Cousins, on duty in 
the National Guerd Bureau, eeengten 
has already advised National Guard QOb- 
servation Squadrons that a blanket 
cross-country authority has been author“ 
ized for flights to the Snokane Demon- 
stration, in which 1400 troops of the 


y a 
; 0) y OISItIne Air Corns per- 
Age 


Regular Army, National Guard and Reserve | 


vor pe Infantry, Artillery and Air Corps 
will participate. 

Quarters for the visiting pilots are 
situated less than one block from the 
41st Division Aviation adninistration 
building and svacious hangar, where all 
necessary facilities are available. 

The plans include regular scheduled 
automobile transportation from Felts 
Field to Sosokane, and entertainment for 
the visitors. 

"It is pleasing to announce that we 
have eliminated the hotel bill for vis- 
iting pilots," said Lieut. H.R. Wallace, 
in charge of the aeronautical features 
of the demonstration. "We want to make 
the visit of our guests as pleasant as 
possible, and also as inexoensive as 
possible. There will be a regular mess 
at which all military personnel will be 
eligible, and there are other eating ac- 
commodations available on Felts Field. 
Friday, May 29th, the first day of the 
demonstration, will be largely devoted 
to aviation, and we desire all visiting 
pilots to be vresent that day and remain 
throughout the demonstration." 

As the military defense demonstration 
will hinge largely, around actual field 
trainin; conditions, troops other than 
the visitors wili be housed in "pup 
tents." 

Early repvlies to invitations extended 
to Nationel Guard Squadrons assure rep- 
resentation from the Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee and Maryland souadrons. Others 
indicated a willingness to attend, but 
asked about housing conditions while in 
Spokane. 

"The authority given by Major Cousins 
for cross-country flights to Spokane 
feet an exceptional opportunity for 

ational Guard Squadrons," said Major 
Robin A. Day, Instructor and Commander 
of the 4lst Division Aviation. "Few, if 


“15- 


any, National Guard squadrons have visit-j 
|ed the Northwest country, which is occu- § 
dying so much attention in the scheme of § 
National Defense today. : 
"No airway in the country is better 
equipped than the Northern Transcontin- 
ental Airway, over which the Northwest 
Airlines overates a daily double round | 
trio schedule between Seattle and Chicago) 
And there is no more interesting country | 
to fly over than that along the Northern 7 
Transcontinental Airway. ilots motcing | 
the trip will agree that it is an excel-j 
lent training flight." 
Last year, Colonel Ralph Royce, command! 
er of the First Pursuit Group, Selfridge | 
Field, Mich., had his vilots ferrying 
Pursuit airplanes from the Boeing factory 
{at Seattle, fly at least one way over the 
| northern Transcontinental Airway. 
| During the day before and the first 
‘of the demonstration, motor caravans will 
be moving into Sookane from all varts of | 
| the Inland bwpire. In addition to the | 
| permenent resident Regular Army and §& 
National Guard troops in Spoiane, troops 7 
will come from Coeur d'Alene, Idaho; ‘ 
Yakima, Pullman ani) 
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| Walla Walle, Prosser, 

| Wenatchee, Wash. 
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CaDET KRAMBR LOSKS LIFS IN AIRPLAM ona 


4 
| 


Flying Cadet Charles E. Krauwer, a mem-| 
ber of the e7th Pursuit Squadron, Selfri 
Field, Mich., was instantly killed at # 
11:15 a.m., March 30th, when the P26 aif 
plane he was piloting crashed about two 
miles northwest of New Baltimore, iiich. 
He was engaged in acrobatics on a local 
training mission when the accident occur 
red. Upon completion of the course at | 
the Air Corps Training Center, San : 
Antonio, Texas, Cadet Kramer was trans- ; 
ferred to Selfridge Field for duty, and § 
arrived Marca 9, 1936. His remains were § 
transferred to Fulton, Ky., March 31st, 
| for interment, Flying Cadet Charles 3. | 
Marion being the escort. He was the son) 
of Mr. and wrs. Thomas J. Kramer, of 
Fulton, Xy. : 

The Air Corps extends deepest sympathy) 
to his bereaved ee: f 


Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, accomoanie® 
by her two small grandchildren, was a re 
cent visitor at Bolling Field, D.C. Majo 
i.L. Eubanks, Air Corps, piloting the GR 
flagship, met Mrs. Roosevelt at the fiel¢ 
and flew the party to Langley Field, Va. 

Mrs. Roosevelt then procested to New 20 
News and christened the new aircraft car 
rier "Yorktown." On the following day, 
Major Eubanks flew iirs. Roosevelt and 
party back to eee Field. 
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ADDITIONAL DaTA ON THb WINTLR To#ST MANAUVSRS 


a INCE the publication in the »ore- 
vious issue of the News Letter 
of an article on the Winter Test 
Maneuvers, submitted by the cor- 
. resvondent from Barksdale Field, 
Le., additional data on these maneuv- 
ers was received from the Langley Field 
corresoondent, excerots from which are 

set forth below. 

More than 300 officers and enlisted 
men from Barksdale, Langley, Mitchel 
and Selvridge Fields were engaged in — 
conducting cold weather tests of cloth- 
ing and equipment in the New England 
area, under the comnand of the Vommand- 
ing éfficer of the Sth Pursuit Group, 
GHY Air Force. 

Concentration of all units at Mitchel 
Field, “.Y., began on January 26th,when 
the Group Commander and msmbers of his 
staff arrived in Pursuit type airplanes, 
followed by 12 members of Group Head- 
quarters Detachment in a C-4A Transport. 







bers for the Maneuvers; Selfridge Field, 
P-26A's: and the Transvort planes com- 
orised 2 C-4A's, 3 O-l4's, 2 C-24's,and 
| 0-27. A B-6A was also used as a 
transoort. On the return trip it was 
necessary to substitute a C-4A for the 
C-27, due to the inability of thelatter 
plane to take off from Olmstead Field 
at iMiddletown, Pa., because of snow on 
the runaways. In addition to the trans- 
portation of personnel, supplies and 
equinment were ferried by transvorts. 
The proper routin,; of the limited nun- 


ber of transvorts made available consti- 


tuted a major problen. 

By Februar} ist, all units had moved 
into the tactical position assigned 
them for the first phase of the laneuv- 
ers - the Sombardment Scuadron at 
Concord, wW.H., and the Attack and Pur- 
suit Squadrons at Mitchel Field. 

The 3ombsrdment Squadron then made at 
tacks on the Mitchel Field area, defend 
ed by Attack and Pursuit, with the use 
of the method of intercestion developed 
during the GHQ Air Force Concentration 

Plan B, which vrovided that a ground 
radio warning net be thrown around an 


area to warn the defending forces of ar 


rival of remy! aircraft. 

Completing the first phase on Febru- 
ary 7th, The Command Post moved to 
Concord, followed by the Attack Squad- 
ron and members of Group Headquarters. 
The Pursuit Scuadron, based at 
Burlington, Vt., defended that area 
against attacic by the Bombardment and 
Attack Squadrons. 

Although the tactical situation was 
Made secondary to the testing of cloth- 

ng and equipment, the reoort, showédg a 
total of 437 tactical missions accom- 


plished in 1100 hours of flying over an- 


ote ed 150,000 miles, gives evi- 
ence of the success of the tests. 


~]7- 





aangley Field furnished ten B-10B Bom- 


| These 1100 hours, added to 1500 hours of 
| non-tactical flying (including transport 
| movement, , movement of units gettin; into 
/ position for tactical operations and 

| staff movements) total 2600 hours flown 
‘over avoroximately ¢00,000 miles. The 
absence of engine failure reports dur- 
ing the exercises is hishly complinenta- 
ry to the type of ecuiment now in use, 
esvecially eonsidering that tests were 
being conducted on grades of oil and 
other cngine accessories. 

In the 100 transport flights no acci- 
dents of any description were eucounter- 
ed, despite that landings and taxe-offs 
were made from ice and snow-covered run- 
ways by pilots unfamiliar with cold 
weather operation. This no-accident re- 
cord aung up by the pilots and their 
crew chiefs is deserving of the highest 
oraise. 

In the 2600 hours of flying there were 
three accicents, two in Pursuit planes 
being vreviously mentioned. The crash 
of a B-10 was due tw the landing gear 
failing to lower while in flight. Pilots 
at Concord had been previously instruct- 
ed that, in case of failure of landing 
rears to operate, to oroceed to Mitchel 
Field and there attempt a landing. Uson 
coming in to make a landing at Concord, 
Lieut. T.J. Cunningham, pilot of, the 
B~-10, attempted to lower the wheels and, 
not being able to do so,radided his dif- 
ficulty to the ground station and then 
proceeded to i.itchel Field, where he ac- 
complished a safe landinz on one wheel 
which he succeeded in lowering. Very 
little damage was done, due to the stur- 
dy construction of that type plane. 

Among the 150 items of clothing and 
equinment tested were skis for P-20A 
end A-l< planes; svecial oil for machine 
guns; tents, with sleeping bags and ~meu- 

atic mattresses; flying clothing, in- 
cluding shoes, sloves, vests, jackets, 
helmets and trousers; engine heaters, 
covers and fire pats of varyins designs; 
heaters for cabins of transvort »lanes; 
|revair tents for making adjustments and 
inspections; imoroved vriming s;stems; 
engine starting accessories; vortable 
night lighting eouipment; soecial grades 
of, engine oils and lubricants, and Snogo 
plow :or clesring snow from runways. 

somd release mechanism, it was deter- 

mined, do not function as efficiently as 
now constructed. On theather hend, ma- 
chine gun overation was found to be sat- 
istactory when using a svecially »vrevar- 
ed oil, out it was definitely determined 
that more personnel is necessary to care 
for the suns under cold weather overa- 
tion than in warmer climates. . 

Conclusions were reached that heeted 
cocispits are desirable for winter onvera- 
tion, due to the restrictions imoosed on 
the pilot when wearing heavy clothing. 
Three methods of heating airvlene en- 
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gines that had been standing in the onen 
and exposed to the weather anpeared feas- 
ible. OQne involved the use of steam 
heat; the second, the utilization of the 
gases from the engine exhaust; and, 
third, the use of ejectrical equipment. 
If steam heating is used there musi be 
available hangars in which to store 
planes while not in use, in order to pre- 
vent freezing in the system. Utiliza- 
tion of the exhaust gases is considered 
impracticable in planes cf the Pursuit 
type. The use of electrical equipment 
would require another generator or bat- 
tery, thus adding weight, reducing 

speed, maneuverability and a further re- 
duction in carrying cavacity for milita- 
ry loads. 

Primarily, the New England Tests in- 
volved wensther. The maneuvers further 
established the value of a reliable 
weather service. The central station, 
located at Concord, was able not only to 
make predictions or the next day's condi- 
tions and assist in mapping out tactical 
flight missions in advance, but was also 
able to give and receive reoorts of 
Changing conditions by radio at all 
times when planes were in the-air. 

The tests showed that radio communica- 
tions can be conducted betreen ground 
and air from ship to ship in winter 
weather. While radio communications 
were regarded as satisfactory, improved 


though several planes were equivved with 
them. Steel-studded non-skid tires test- 
ed in the maneuvers were delivered on 
seven days' notice. This was regarded a 
remarkable feat, considering that five 
days is the normal time allowed for the 


jmanufacture oi a rezular tire. 


That the tests were considered innort- 
aut to comnaercial aviation was evident > 
by the »resence of many revresentatives 
o: manufactvrers of aircraft parts and 
accessories to observe the operation of 
equipment subjected to cold weather oper- 
ations. The cooperation of these vari- 
ous representatives in aiding mechanics 
to make repairs and changes in equipment 
was of great value to successful onvera- 
tion. 

A representative of the Aeronautics 
Branch of the U.S. Navy attended the ex- 
ercises as an observer. While the tac- 
tical problems confronting the Navy are 
of a different nature, many of the feat- 
ures of tke celc weather test, such as 
the type of clothing worn by the *»ilots 
and the grades of oil and other lubri- 
cants used in sub-zero temperatures,were 
consicered of value. 

It vill take two months to complete 
the records of the tests undertaxen dur- 
ing the exercises. Some of the conclu- 
sions may be changed as a result of fur- 
ther. study end evaluation, but enough 
has been learned to convince officers 





equipment, particulerly ground station 
equipment, wovld increase efficiency. 

Touching on the rescue by a Coast 
Guard cutier cf seven C.C.C. boys adrift 
on an ice floe in Cape Cod Bay, which 
incident was mentioned in a previous is- 
sue of the News Letter, the News Letter 
Corresnondent states that Major Barney 
M. Giles, commanding the detachment of 
the 20th Squadron at Concord, located a 
tiny dot on the ice which he was soon 
able to identify as the boys, and then 

roceeded to circie the floe. He added 

hat, aside from the humanitarian aspect 
of the rescuc, a tactical point was 

roven when the tiny dot - the seven 

oys - was located in a remarkably short 
time and its pvosition radioed to shore 
parties and Coast Guardsmen. Enemy car- 
riers and aridromes could be located 
with the same speed and accuracy. 

The removal of snow from the airvorts, 
and especially from the runways, pre- 
sented one of the major vroblems of the 
exercises. A "Snozo™ plow was shipped 


that the New England Winter Maneuvers 
lmay have bsen vroductive oF more cénclu- 
jsive results than eny other tests ever 
iconducted. For tunis the Group Commander 
has expressed official appreciation to 
ithe officers and men of his Group and va 
ticularly to the people of the New 


tne findings possible. 
--=909--— 


LIGHTER-THAN-AIR ACTIVITIES 
Lieut.-Colonel Frank k.. Kennedy, Com- 


Ili., flew the T0-14 airship on Marcn 

2cth, down the Ohio Biver to make a pre- 
‘liminary survey for the Red Cross of the 
| hich water conditions. Colonel Kennecy 
;found the Illinois: side of the river to 
f~ dry, while the Kentucky lowlands were 
lreeady under water. At that time the 





e. 
£ 
not reached the Shawneetown: area. 


The 


from Iowa to Concord. Tue to the cooper-{ = mem 
| 


ation of the New Hampshire State Highway 
Devartment in making their ecuinment 
available at ell times, and the’ lack of 
heavy snow falls, it was sent to 
Burlington, Vt., where it perforied sat- 
isfactorily. 

It was found that when operating from 
bases such as those at Concord an 
Burlington, where snow removal eouipment 
Was available, the use of skis and 
chains on airplanes was unnecessary, al- 


ed by the Ninth Airshiv Squadron, Scott 
Field, is 2 helium-inflated, non-rigid 
tyve of 200,600 cubic foot capacity, 
equipped with an enclosed car. fT 


ternally rigged. 


Kir Alert 24-hour watch began at 10:00 





y-6988, A.C. 








England Area and their public representa-| 
tives for the kind cooperation wiich madej 


manding Officer of Scott Field,belleville,| 


{flood crest from the upper Ohio River had 


TC+11 eirship, which is being erect 


t s air- 
ship is smaller than the TC-14 and is ex- 





The <]lst Airship Group Headquarters Kad 
a.m., March 30th, guarding 3105 kilocycle 
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LIEUT.-COLONiL JOHN B. BROOKS, AIR CORPS 


One of the early Army fliers, now 
serving a tour of duty as a member of 
the War Denartment General Staff in 
Washinzton, is Lieut.-Colonel John B. 
Brooks, Air Corps, who has been in the 
flying game since 1915, and received 
his flying training 
Signal Corps Aviati 
Diego, Calif. 

Col. Brooks was born in New York on 
June 8, 1891. He is a graduate of the 
St- John's School, Manlius, New York. 
Aonointed a second lieutenant from civil 
life, Jovember 30, 1912, he was assigned 
to the 10th Cavalry, March 14, 1913, and 
yoined his regiment at Fort Ethan Allen, 

eruont. In the following December, he 
moved with his regiment for station at 
Fort Huachuca, Arizona, for border patnl 
duty. Later he served at several other 
stations along the Mexican border. 

Attached to the Aviation Section, 
Signal Corps, October 22, 1915, he con- 

pleted his flying training at San Diego 
and receivec the rating of Junior ifili- 
tary Aviator on June 7, 1916. 

Col. Brooks joined General Pershing's 
unitive exnedition into Mexico, served 
uring the operations of the American 

spree in that country and at the base 
of the lst Aero Squadron at Columbus, 
New Mexico, from June 14, 1916, to Jan- 
uary 20, 1917. On temporary duty at the 
Aviation School at San Diego until i‘arch 
3, 1917, he then proceeded for duty in 
Hawaii, conducting to that insular pos- 
session the 6th Aero Squadron. He serv- 
ed as Supoly Officer of this organiza- 
tion to Julv 1, 1917, end from that date 
until he departed for the United States, 
November £0, 1917, he served also as De- 
partment Aeronautical Officer as well as 
ommanding Officer of this Squadron. 

Following temoorary duty of several 
months' duration in the Office of the 
Chief Signal Officer in Washington, Col. 
Brooks was ordered, January 2, 1913, to 
duty at Call Field, Yichita Falls, Texas, 
Organizing and commanding the flying 
school at that field. On April 5, 1918, 
he was transferred to Scott Field, I1l., 
Which functioned at that time as a 
School for aviation mechanics. Col. 
brooks organized this station into a 
flying field and remained there until 
June Il, when serious injuries received 
in an airnlane accident kept him on sick 
report for almost two months. From 
Aucust 3 to November 3, 1918, he was on 
duty at Henry J. Danm field, Babylon, 
L.I., New York, where he was an observer 
of the Gosport System of flying instruc- 
tion. He then revorted to Brooks Field, 
San Antonio, Texas, where he commanded 
the School for Flying Instructors organ- 


i 
on School at San 


n that year at the — 
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ized at that field. 

On February 10, 1919, Col. Brooks as- 
sumed coumaud of Barron Field, iverman, 
Texas, but remained on this duty for 
only a brief period, he again proceed- 
ing for service in the Hawaiian Devart- 
ment on April 3, 1919. He was on duty 
as Air Officer of the Hawaiian Devart- 
ment to June le, 1919, and as Assistant 
to the Department Air Officer to iiarch 
3, 1921. On several occasions he serv- 
ed temporarily as Commanding Officer 
of Iuke Field. He held the vosition 
of Executive Officer, Hawaiian General 
Area Depot, to June 20, 1921, and that 
of Commanding Officer thereof for a 
month. He assumed command of Luke 
Field on July c<lst and served in this 
capacity for one year, following which 
he was assigned to duty as Air Officer 
of the Third Corps Area, Baltimore,iid. 

In October, 1923, Col. Brooks was 
assigned as a student at the sir Ser- 
vice Tactical School at Langley Field, 
Va., and, unoa his graduation there- 
from in June of the followin: year, 
and from the Command and General Staif 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in 
June, 1925, he was assigned to station 
at Mitchel Field, ".Y., where he serv- 
ed as Post Operations Officer, in addi- 
tion to performing various other 
duties. 

A student at the Army War College, 
Washington, from August, 1926, to June, 
1927, Col. Brooks, following his gradua- 
tion, was detailed as a member of the 
War Department General Staff, being as- 
signed to duty in the Air Section 
Trainings Branch, G-3 Division. On May 
7, 1950, he was transferred to the 
Philivoines, assuming command of Clark 
Field and the Third Pursuit Squadron. 
Transferred to Camp Nichols, Rizal,P.I., 
May 15, 1931, he assumed command of 
this post and of the 4th Comvosite 
Group, and remained on this duty util 
July 37 | 1933, when he was again detail- 
ed as a member of the War Deoartment 
General Staff, Washington, and assizmed 
to the G3 Division. 

At this writing, Col. Brooks has ex- 
geered the 2500-hour mark in total fly- 

ng time. 

Gol. Brooks held the rank of 2nd Lt. 
to June 7, 1916; lst Lieut. to liay 15, 
1917; Captain to June 9, 1918; Major, 
National Army, to February 9, 1920; 
Major, air Service, from July 1, 1920, 
to August 1, 1935, when he was promoted 
to Lieutenant-Colonel. 
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wAJOR MICHAnL F. DAVIS,aIR CORPS 

Major Michael F. Davis, one of a com- 
paratively small number of officers in 
V-5988, A.C. 








the Air Corps holding all four Air Corps 
flying ratings, those of Airplane Pilot, 
Airship Pilot, Airplane Observer and! - 
Balloon Observer, was born at New 
Richmond, Ohio, March 25, 1894. Greduat- 
ing from the United States Military Aca- 
demy in June, 1915, he was commissioned 
a second lieutenant and assigned to duty 
with the 6th Infantry. On July 1, 1916, 
he was promoted to lst Lieutenant; on 
May 15, 1917, to Captain,: and on June 18, 
1917, to Major, J.il.A. 

ssigned in September, 1916, to the 
Aviation Section, Signal Corps, for fly- 
ing duty, Major Davis received his fly- 
ing training at the Signal Corps Avia- 
tion School at San Diego, Cali. He was 
rated "Junior Military Aviator" on June 
18, 1917, which reting was subsequently 
changed to that of "Airnlane Pilot." 
Prior to reporting at Kelly Field,Texas, 
November 10, 1917, for duty with the 
Flying Deovartment, he served with the 
lst Aero Squadron. For several weeks he 
was in charge of the advanced solo stage 
of flying instruction and, on December 
6th, he assumed command of the 50th Aero 
Squadron, with which organization he 
Ci for overseas duty on January 9, 

For several months, Major Davis attend- 
ed flying and aerial gunnery schools in 
England and Scotland. Retween April 27 
and May 11, 1918, he was on duty as 
ferry pilot, flying airplanes from 
England to France. Between May 12 and 
June 28, 1918, he served as a flying of- 
ficer with the 84th and 40th Squadrons 
of the British Royal Air Force, follow- 
ing which he was assigned to duty at the 
Third Aviation Instruction Center in 
France, where he served until the latter 

art of October, commanding the 33rd 

ero Squadron and Field No. 9 until 
September 2, 1918; the 15th Aern Saquad- 
ren and Field No. 8 until September “Ath, 
and serving on the School Staff of the 
Third Aviation Instruction Center to 
October 29th, when he was assigned to 
duty at the Aerial Gunnery School, St. 
Jean de Monts, France. Completing his 
course at this school on November 15th, 
he was assigned to the command of the 
4th Pursuit Segup. end Army, Toul,France. 

On May 12, 1919, he reported for duty 
as stucent at the School of Artillery 
Studies at Treves, Germany. 

Returning to the United States in July, 
1919, Major Davis was assigned to duty 
as Assistant Chief cf Training, Office 
of the Director of Air Service, 
Washington, D.C. Serious injuries re- 
ceived in an airplane accident at 
Bustleton, Pa., confined him to Walter 
Reed General Hospital for some 15 months. 

In January, 1921, Major Davis was eor- 
dered to duty at Ross Field, Arcadia, 
Fla., where he took the course of in- 
struction at the Balloon School, qualify- 
ing as a Balloon Observer. He also 
served as Executive Officer of this 
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School and, temporarily, as Commanding 
Officer. 
. Assignet on April 1, 1922, with the 
Organized Reserves cf the Sth Corns Area, 
San Francisco, Calif., he served on this 
duty until the latter part of August, 
1924, and at various periods verformed 
the function of Air Officer of the 9th 
Corps Area. At Scott Field, Belleville, 
ll., his next station, Major Davis was 
a student at the Balloon and Airshin 
School, graduating in June, 1925, and 
receiving the rating of "Airship Pilot." 
For the next four years, his duties were 
associated with school activities, he 
being a student at the Air Corns Tactical 
School at Langley Field, Va., from 
September, 19c5, to. August, 1926; at the 
Command and General Staff School, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, from August, 1926, 
to August, 1927, and thereafter un to 
June, 1929, serving-.as an instructor at 
the Air Corps Tactical Schocl. For the 
next two years he was on duty in the 
Schools Section, Training and Overations 
Division, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Washingion. 

Tramsferred to Crissy Field, Presidio 
of San Francisco, Calif., in July, 1931, 
Major Davis served as Executive Officer 
until November 21, 1931, and as Command- 
ing Officer of the post and of the 21st 
Observation Squadron until March 23, 
1923, when he ras transferred to the 
Hawaiian Devartment, where he performed 
the duties of Wing Overations, Training 
and Communications Officer of the 18th 
Composite Wing at Fert Shafter, T.H. 

Upon the completion of his tour of 
duty in Hawaii, Major Davis was trans- 
ferred to Washington, D.C., and assigned 
on April 1, 1935, to his present position 
as Assistant Executive, Office of the 
ChieS of the Air Corps. 

---000--- 


aTTACK TRAINING AT LANGLEY FIXLD 


Contamination cf airdromes has been one 
of the high lights in recent training ac- 
tivities of the 37th Attack Squadron at 
Langley Field, Va. Results obtained on 
panels arranged in areas aoproximately 


i300 yards long by 100 yards wide oroved 


satisfactory and indicated the extent of 
pessible contamination by a flight of 
Attack airplanes on expnosed material and 
personnel. These panels were set out on 
Strange airdromes and the attacking flight 
was allowed only one attack. Locating 
and spraying penels under these conditions 
made these problems both interesting and 
instructive. 

One chemical tank, type B-1, with 10 
gallons of lime water was used by each 
airplane on each attack. The mission was 
performéd by one olLepent of three planes. 

Capt. Oscar L. Rogers,serving a detail 
with: the Organized Reserves, Sth Corps 
Area, Columbus, Ohio, has been ordered to 
Chanute Field, meee’ raaa rs duty. 





























QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 








It is proposed to carry in the News 
Letter a colwin under the above caption 
for such time as anpears desirable to 
reply to a mumber of questions which 
have been propounded to the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps. Several 
officers have qucge sted to the Office, 
Chief of the Air Corps, and to individ- 
ual Air Corps officers that, in order 
to secure uniformity, questions which 
arise rather generally in the minds of 
Air Corps personnel, and of others in- 
terested in military aviation, be 
answered ina way that meets with the 
approval of the Chief of the Air Corps. 
This procedure will tend to crystallize 
Opinion unon these points within the 
Air Corps and to enable those to whom 
such questions are propounded to give 
answers which will conform to approved 
indoctrination. 


Cae ee ee 


1. What is the basic policy of the 


Q. 4. What are the provisions for co- 
operation between the air units of the 
Army and Navy? 

A. 4 This is covered quite fully in 
the confidential publication "Joint Ac- 
tion of the Arny and Navy," and by the 
preparation of Joint ‘Army and Navy 

lans, including plans for Special and 

rand Joint uxercises. Consult also 
letter of the Chief of Staff, dated Oc- 
tober 17, 1934, on the subject "Doc 
trines for the Employment of the GHQ 
Air Force," marked "For Official Use 
Only." 

Q. 5. What are the strategic areas 
of the United States from the stand- 
point of air operations? 

A. 5. The Panama Canal Zone, Hawaii, 
Alaska, and those portions of the con- 
tinental United States which lie along 
Great Circle Routes from the territory 
of the nearest first class vowers. 


Untied States with resvect to the organ-|. Q- 6- What is the policy of the War 


ization and control of its military 
aviation? 


A. 1. U.S. mi} Abery aviation is prima- 
w 


rily organized into two principal com- 
peusnse one as a branch of the United 

tates Army and the other as an arm of 
the United States Fleet. These comnon- 
ents are controlled by the War Depart- 
ment and the Navy Department, respect- 
ively. 


Q. 2. Would the placing of military 
aviation under a Department of Air be 
ay to the present set-up in the 

nited States? 

A. 2. Both the War Department and the 
Navy Devartment are definitely opposed 
to this. Under our form of government 
it could not be done unless an over- 
whelming majority of the personnel of 
the air components of both the Army and 
the Navy advocates it. The coordination 
of three national defense agencies 
would be extremely difficult. 
ent Chief of the Air Corps is opposed 
to a Department of Air. 


Q. 3. What is the organization and 
purpose of the G.H.Q. Air Force? 

A. 3. It is a grouping under a single 
Commander of all the tactical air ts 
of the Army in the continental United 
States, except Corps and Army Observa- 
tion squadrons. The se in doi 
this is to secure uniformity of tactic- 
al doctrine, method and training as 
among the component units of the same 
Class, such as Bombardment, Pursuit, 
Attack and long-range Observation. The 
further purpose is to make a single in- 
dividual resvonsible for the combat ef~ 
ficiency of the Army Air Force and for 
the preparation of plans for its employ- 
ment under various assumed conditions 


Department as to the employment of air 
units in coast defense? 

A. 6. To provide the local observa- 
tion which will aid in warning of the 
aporoach of an enemy and in the direc- 
tion of artillery fire against such 
enemy. In case of a major attack 
l'against the coast, to employ the GHQ Air 
Force, or such pert of it as may be ne- 
cessary, to prevent hostile landing on 
our shores. This subject is covered 
jmore fully in the publication "Joint 
|Action of the Army and the Navy." 


Q- 7. What is the War Department poli- 
cy as to the handling of ground anti- 
aircraft defense in its relationship to 
air overations? 

A. 7: The anti-aircraft Artillery, 
which comprises the major element of 
€round anti~aircraft defense, is under 
the administration of the Coast Artil- 
lery Corps. Therefore,cooperation with 





The pres- air units would be in accordance with 


the plans of the commander of all the 
forces involved. Assignment of both air 
units and a.uti-aircraft Artillery will 
be in accordance with prepared plans 
which will »vrovide for the method of 
control and cooperation. The lack of 
adequate resources, both in aircraft and 
anti-aircraft Artillery, has prevented 
the formulation of any extensive plans 
for its euwployment in connection with 
the defense of localities, exceot in the- 
cases of the overseas possessions. 


Q. 8. What is the War Department's 
program with reference to the establish- 
ment of new Air Corps stations in the 
continental United States? 

A. 8. As a result of the Wilcox lege - 
lation (Public No. 262, avproved by the 
President, August 12, 1935), the War De- 





of war employnent. 


artment a nted a cial Committee 
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on Air Bases, comprising renresenta- 
tives of War Plans, G3 and G-4 Divi- 
sions of the General Staff, the Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corns, and the 
General Headowarters Air Force, anc 
gave the Committee a directive to make 
a@ comorehensive and intensive study of 


air base requirements and to make recom-| 


mendations to the Secretary of War :de- 
signed to carry out the Committee's con- 
clusions. Results of the work of this 
Committee were cirected to be maintain- 
ed as confidential until released by 

the Secretary of War. To date this 
release has not been made. 


\. 9. That is the role of the various 
Classes of aviation comprising the Gen- 
eral Headquarters Air Force? 

A. 9. The role as governed by the 
characteristics and performance of tie 
aircraft of each class is concisely 
stated in creimng Regulations 440-15. 
The role as regards GhQ operations will 
be controlled by the operating plans 
procanes for each individual operation. 

aturally, these roles will be consis- 
tent with the general role for which 
the aircraft’ in any class is designed 
and for which the personnel of such 
class is trained. 


Q. 10. What is resvonsible for the 
resent shortage of airplanes in the 
Air Corps? 
A. 10. The greatest contributing fac- 
tor is the suspension of airplane pro- 


curement, which occurred during the fis- 


cal year 1934, as a result of a request 
from the Congress to suspend procure- 
ment until procurement methods of the 
Army Air Corps could be adeouately in- 
vestigated. This delay resulted in the 
loss of vractically one year in time in 
the fabrication of new-airplanes. Pro- 
bably the next factor in importance is 
me rapid development in the size of 

a 
ment. This, together with a constant 
effort to increase performance, has re- 
sulted in a considerable increase in 
unit cost of airplanes and motors. Many 
other factors have contributed, among 
which may be mentioned the fact that, 
due to the specialized nature of mili- 
tary aircraft and the limited produc- 
tion of any one type of airplane, manu- 
facturers nave been crevented from en- 
gaging in volume production. 


Q.- ll. How mey civic bodies, such as 
Chambers of Commerce, Exchange, Kiwanis, 
Rotary Clubs, etc., cooperate with the 
War Department in securing an adequate 
air defense? 


4. ll. By aiding in every manner pos- | determined to satisfy his 
' Co 
! 
land J.A.0, at the time of his death. Dur- 


| 
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sible the establishment and improvement 
of commercial and civil airports 

thro ut the strategic areas of the 
United States and along transcontinent- 
al and connecting airways, in order 


lanes and the amount of their equin-| Field, Spokane, Washington 





| that ample operating bases and airways fa- 
‘cilities may be available to the Air Force 
iin a war emergency. More indirectly they 
jmay aid by snonsoring educational pro- 
| €rams which will stimulate the interest 
of the public in commercial and orivate 
‘aviation with a view to providing a 
larger reservoir of airvlanes and trained 
pilots from wnich the national defense 
may draw in the event of an anergency. 
---000--— 


! OFFICERS O: OTHER ARMS STUDY AIk TacTICS 


Six officers from other branches of the 
service were detailed for duty at Scott 
Field, Belleville, [1l1., for the pveriod 
from April lst to 14th, for the purvose 
of studying Air Serpe tactics. These of- 
ficers are Major *illiam L. Brown, lst 
Lieut. noscoe C. Huggins and end Lieut. 
Thomas 2. Clarkin of tne 6th Infantry 
at Jefferson Barracks, Mo.; vantain 
Hamilton P. Ellis and 2nd Lieut. Williard 
G. Root of the 6lst Coast Artillery (Anti- 
aircraft), Fort Sheridan, I[1l., and 2nd 
Lieut. Harold L. Richey, 14th Cavalry, . 
Fort Sheridan, Ill. 

Six additional officers from other 
branches of the service will re»rort to 
Scott Field for similar training during 
the period April 16th to 30th, namely: 
Captain Wayne C. Smith, end Lieuts. 
Lawrence K. White and Oren E. Hurlburt, 
of the oth Infantry, Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo.; Captains Viacent J. Conrad and 
George H. Passmore, of the end Infantry, 
| Fort Sheridan, Ill., and Captain Kenneth 
| 3s, oes. 14th Cavalry, Fort Sheridan, 


' 
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| POPULAR FLIGHT SURGEON PASSES AWAY 


At 2:00 p.m., on Sunday, March 28th, a 

ur-ship V formation roared over Felts 
the station 

toa, Washington 


cimaceone 


as - 





l fo 


,of the <lst Division Aviat 

National Guard. 

| It vas not intended to be that kind of 

|!a formation, but the hobby of the late 

| Captain John L. Walter, pilot and squad- 

!ron flight surgeon, made it that way. 

‘The vacancy in the formation was in re- 

| spect to Captain Walter, whose ashes 

were flown with ceremonies to the summit 

of Mount Spokane, where they were spread 

as the deceasec officer requested they be. 
A Chicago medical student, Captain 

Walter joined the 4lst Division Aviation 

about seven years ago. He was an eyé, 

ear, nose and throat specialist. After 

attending the Flight Surgeon's School, 

‘he returned to the Division Aviation, 

ambition to be- 








me a pilot. 
In this he succeeded,and he was an A.P. 


(Contimed on page 24). 
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WAR DEPT. ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: To March Field, Calif.: 
Captain Harold h. Rivers, upon completion of 
tour of foreign service. Orders assigning 
him to Bolling Field amended. - Major Walter 
K. Burgess, Engr. Officer, A.C.. Technical 
School, Chanute Field. Relieved from tenpora- 
ry rank August 10, 1936. - Captain James T. 
Curry, upon coupletion of course of instruc- 
tion at Commend and General Staff School, Fort! 
Leavenworth, Kansas. - 

To Chanute Field, Il1l.: lst Lieut. Carl W. 
Carlmarx, from Hawaiian Department. - Captain 
Robert E.L. Choate (1st Lt.) 49th Bomb. Sqdn., 
Langley Field, Va., for duty as student in 
Communications Course, A.C. Technical School. 
Relieved from temporary rank Aug. 18, 1936.- 
lst Lieut. Ray W. Clifton (2d Lt.) 5th Bomb. 
Sqdm , Mitchel Field, N.Y., for duty as stu- 
dent, Airplane Maintenance Engineering - Ar- 
mament Course, A.C. Technical School. Relieved | 
’ from temporary rank, August 17, 1936. 

To Barksdale Field, La.: Capt. Lewis S. 
Webster, on duty with Org. Reserves, 6th Corps! 
Area, Chicago, Ill. ,to duty with GHQ Air Force 

To Materiel Division, Wright Field, Ohio: 
lst Lt. James L. Jackson, Air Corps Detach- 
ment, Ft. Leavenworth, Kamsas. - Capt. Charles 
W. O'Connor (1st Lt.) Engineer Officer, Air | 
Depot. Relieved from temporary rank upon date | 
of départure from Philippines. - Major Ralph 
B. Walker (Capt.), Sen Antonio Air Depot, 
Duncan Field, Texas. Relieved from temporary 
rank June 12, 1936. 

To the Philippines: 2nd Lieuts. Jerome E. 
Blair and Stanley J. Donovan, upon completion 
of course cf instruction at Advanced Flying | 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, sailing Oct. 8th.- | 
Major Thomas J. Voss, C.0., 42nd Bomb. dn., 
Kelly Field, Texas, sailing about Jume 23rd. 

To Rardolph Field, Texas: Major Themas W. 
Hastey, from Philippines, for duty at the Air 
Corps Training Center. 

---000--- ; | 


























TEMPORARY PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 
To Captain: 
lst Lieut. Warren H. Higgins assigned as 
Flight Conmander, 20th Bombardment Squadron, 
Langley Field, Va., April 12, 1936. 
lst Lieut. Richard D. Reeve assigned as In- 
telligence and Operations Officer, 48th Pur- 
suit Squadron, Chanute Field, Ill., April 6th. 
lst Lieut. Millard Lewis assigned as a 
tions Officer, Station Complement, Hamilton 
Field, Calif., April 5, 1936. 
lst Lieut. Sam W. Cheyney assigned as Flt. 
Commander, 3rd Pursuit Squadron, Clark Field, 
P.I., March 31, 1936. 
lst Lieut. William M. Morgan assigned as 
Intelligence and Cperations Officer, 3rd Pur- 
suit Squadron, Clark Field, P.I., March 31. 
---000--- 





The following changes in duty assignments 
of officers holding temporary increased rank 
have been made: 

Major Virgil Hine (Captain) relieved from ._ 
duty and temporary rank, 95th Attach Squadron, 





March Field, and to’ report-to Commanding Of- 
ficer of that field for assignment to duty 
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with GHQ Air Force, March 24, 1936. 

Cavtain Stoyte 0. Ross (1st Lt.) from duty 
with 36th Pursuit Squadron to duty as Flight 
Commander, 35th Pursuit Squadron, Langley 
Field, Va., March 29th; retains temporary rank. 

Captain Frederic E. Glantzberg (lst Lt.) re- 
lieved as Flight Commander, 20th Bomb. Sqdn., 
Langley Field, and assigned as Intelligence and 
Cperations Officer of that Squadron, March 25th; 
retains temporary rank. 

Captain Jack Greer from duty with GiQ Air 
Force, Langley Field, to duty with Flight A, 
16th Observation Squadron. 

lst Lieut.. George L. Murray, Barksdale Field, 
from duty with GHQ Air Force to duty with 
Station Complement. 

---000~-- 


PANAMA-BO0UND BOMBERS SERVICED AT DUNCAN FIELD 


"A splendid and inspiring sight,'' says. the 
News Letter Correspondent from the San Antonio 
Air Depot, "were the nine new Bombers, B-10-3's, 
as in perfect formation they thundered in and 
swept down to. land at this Depot on the after- 
noon of March 24th on their ferry flight from 
Langley Field, Va., to the Panana Canal Depart- 
ment. The personnel of the flight consisted of 
Lieut.-Colonel Charles B.° Oldfield, Flight Com 
mander; Major Barney M. Giles, Deputy Command- 
er; Major i..S. Lawton; Captains A.Y. Smith, J.T. 
Sprague, A.L. Harvey, J.E. McCormick, E.R.Todd, 
Wm C. Bentley, Jr., lst Lieuts. J.H. Ives, Wm 
O. Senter, 2nd Lieut. J.B. Stanley, and a total 
of 18 enlisted men. Major Sammel E. Brown,M.C., 
of March Field, Calif., piloted by Captain 
Wentworth Goss of that field, arrived at the 
Depot on March 24th to join the Flight as its 
Flight Surgeon. Captain J.E. Bodle has preced-~ 
ed the Flight as its Advance Officer. The 
planes were serviced and given minor repairs at 
this Depot, and took off on the morning of 
March 26th for the next stop, Brownsville, Tex." 

---000--- 


DAMAGES BY FLOOD KEEP BOLLING FIELD MEN BUSY 


While still. apparent, the damaging results of 
the recent flood are rapidly being eradicated 
by the continuous efforts and overtime work of 
the post personnel of Bolling Field, D.C. It 
will probably be days before the unsightly con- 
ditions, left by the crude oil, can be entirely 
removed. There was little, if any, loss to 
technical property or equipment. However, much 
of the ummovable electrical installations, as 
well.as central heating plant facilities, were 
destroyed, and are gradually being put back in 
shape. 

-=-=-Q00--= 


BOLLING FIELD PERSONNEL IN ARMY DAY PARADE 


Personnel of Bolling Field, D.C., took active 
part on April 6th, in the Army Day Parade held 
on Constitution Avenue in Washington. A Boeing 
P-26 airplane, mounted on.a flat trailer, 
trimmed with Air Corps colors and surrounded by 
a marching squad cf soldiers, made an impres= 
sive float. . 

---Q00~-=— 


V-6988, A.C. 





ATTY 
or 
ed 


SPOR-Suiki.SEIP BeacHsS TOP Iii TH: ARY 

The following article, written by Pvt. 
A.D. Carter, 45th School Souadron, 
Randolph Field, Texas, and published in 
a recent issue of the San Antonio LIGHT, 
is reorinted here as being of general 
interest: 

"Offerinz o sharm contrast in this age 
of proselyting and vrofessionalism, the 
soldicr-athletes of Fort Sam Houston and 
the surrounding army flying fields form 

robably the largest group of real ama- 
eur svortsmen in the country. 

Uncle Sam's khaki-clad athletes con- 
form to the amateur standard in its high- 
est sense, and fer from realizing glory 
or financial gain from their efforts, 
sometimes undergo discouraging difficul- 
ties in engaging in team sports. 

The soldiers enjoy no such luxuries as 
training tavles and cross-country 
athletic jaunts: they risk serious inju- 
ry in the bodily-contact games as played 
in the rougn do-or-die any method; and 
their pay is no more than that of any 
other soldier. 

The nectar of competitive athletics, 
the cheers of the crowd, is usually de- 
nied them. They verform before critical 
army audiences that are sparing with av- 

lause and acept with raspberry. And in 
he barracks they find no hero-worship. 

And still, with no lure but the love 
of the game and the thrill of competi- . 
tion, literally thousands of San 
Antonio's soldiery turn out to vartici- 
pate with surprising skill in every 
svort from .ing-vong to parachute jump- 


i —>* 
“hich proves something." 


LARGS COULTRACT FOR AIRCRAFT ENGIN.S 


The Secretary of War, Hon. George H. 
Dern, recently announced the vlacing of 
an order with the Pratt and .hitney air- 
craft, Division of the United Aircraft 
Manufacturing Corvoration, East Hartford, 
Conn., for 2OC new aircraft engines. The 
total contract amounted to $1,877,030. 
The purchase of this quantity of engines 
at this time parallels the recently 
awarded contract for new Attack air- 
vlanes. 

These engines, known as the Pratt and 
Whitney 2-1535-13, are a 14-cylinder 
air-cooled two-row radial type. The use 
of the two row radial feature allows a 
considerable reduction in head area over 
the sinzgle-row radial engine of corres- 
ponding horse ower. s allows an in- 
crease in speed of the airplane in which 
the engine is installed. 

These engines will be used for instal- 
lation in and spares for 100 new ali- 
metal Sinsle-engine Attack airplanes now 
being constructed by the Jorthrop Corpo- 
ration of Inglewood, California. 

This engine is a result of the cooper- 
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ative efforts of the engineering staff of 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and the Pratt 
and whitney Company engineers, and,in. ac- 
| cordance with the established vractice of 
'the war Devartment, have been thoroughly 
| tested by the Air Corps at Wright Tield, 
| ee Ohio. 
---900-==" 


27TH ATTacK STANDS dIGd Li BOwB DaOPPING 


The 37th Attaci: Squadron, Langley 

Fielc, Va., claims the title of having 
ropped the highest number of live bombs 
TNT loaded) in the last six months. De- 
molition bombs, 20-lbs., to the total of 
1420 were drovoped by this Squadron since 
September lst. This figure does not in- 
‘clude a Longe mumber of 30-lb. fra 2en- 
| taticom and 40-1b. chemical bombs which 
| were dropped in conjunction with anc de- 
|monstrations for = delves ali Devartment. 
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On a Saturday afternoon, recently, 
aoout seventy Reserve officers residing 
|in or near Honolulu, came to Iuke Field 
'for one nizht's encampment. Iuke Field 
jand the Hawaiian Air Depot welcomei 
| these officers anc were only too ¢lad to 
ihave the opvortunity of showing then the 
|functions of a tactical squadron and to 
explain the inner and hidden worlings of 
ithe Devot. On Sunday morning, Lieuts, 
| Bonner and Henley conducted the officers 
through the Deoot, where they were shown 
the different stages through which an 
airplane went while under.oing a major 
overhaul. Demonstrations by ir. Miller 
of flotation equipment and engine tests 
were also presented. Mr. Coninzg, hin- 

self a Captain in the Reserve and acting 
in the capacity of civilian assistant to 
Captain Kane, »0t Supply Officer, gave 
ja talk concerning that deoartment. 
QOD 


CAPTAIN WaLTsR 

(Continued from Page yy 
j ing recent months he devoted much study 
, to the develocment of a helmet with radio- 
phones that would be more comfortable and 
serviceable to vilots. At the last Flight 
Surscons' Convention, he displayed this 
; helmet and lectured thereon. He also 
Wrote a paper regarding the helmet, which 
was to have been printed in a medical 
magazine. 

n addition to his duties as Flicht Sur- 
geon, oaptets Walter was also the Depart- 
ment of Commerce ete for pilots of 
the Svokane-Inlan pire region. His 
duties as Flight Surgeon are now being 
ard Oxeae temporarily by Captain Vilfred 
ewman, of the 16list Infantry regiment, 
Captein Walter's business associate in 
pr vate practice. A new Flight Surgeon for 

he 41st Division Aviation has not yet been 
appointed. 
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